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Local Planning Team 
 
Local Planning Team 

Name Title Jurisdiction Round 1 Meeting Round 2 Meeting 

Rich Nelson Board Chairman Hamilton County 
Attended, Materials 

Development 
Attended 

Francis 
McDonald 

Commissioner Hamilton County 
Attended, Materials 

Development 
- 

Hillary Betka 
Zoning 

Administrator 
Hamilton County 

Attended, Materials 
Development 

Materials 
Development 

Jeremy Brandt 
Highway 

Superintendent 
Hamilton County 

Attended, Materials 
Development 

Materials 
Development 

Chad Lentz Deputy Sheriff Hamilton County 
Attended, Materials 

Development 
Materials 

Development 

Kirt Smith 
Emergency 
Manager 

Hamilton County 
Attended, Materials 

Development 
Attended, Materials 

Development 

Pat Shaw County Manager Hamilton County 
Materials 

Development 
- 

 
Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans are living documents and should be updated regularly to ensure 
effectiveness and reflect changes in hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These 
updates are encouraged to occur after every major disaster event, alongside planning document 
updates, before the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants cycle begins, and/or prior to other 
funding opportunity cycles beginning. 
 
The Chairman of the Board, Zoning Administrator, Highway Superintendent, Emergency 
Manager, and County Manager will be responsible for reviewing and updating this participant 
profile outside of the five-year update. Hamilton County will review the plan bi-annually and the 
public will be notified using social media, website updates, and during county board meetings. 
 

Capability Assessment 
The planning team assessed Hamilton �&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V hazard mitigation capabilities by reviewing 
planning and regulatory capabilities, administrative and technical capabilities, fiscal capabilities, 
and education and outreach capabilities. 
 
Capability Assessment 

Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Planning 
& 

Regulatory 
Capability  

Comprehensive Plan Yes 

Capital Improvements Plan Yes 

Economic Development Plan Yes 

Emergency Operations Plan Yes 

Floodplain Management Plan No 

Storm Water Management Plan No 

Zoning Ordinance Yes 

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance Yes 

Floodplain Ordinance Yes 
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Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Building Codes No 

Source Water Protection Plan No 
Water System Emergency Response 
Plan 

No 

National Flood Insurance Program Yes 

Community Rating System No 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan Yes (Regional) 

Other (if any) - 

Administrative 
& 

Technical 
Capability  

Planning Commission Yes 

Floodplain Administrator Yes 

GIS Capabilities Yes 

Chief Building Official No 

Civil Engineering No 

Grant Manager No 

Mutual Aid Agreement Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Fiscal 
Capability  

1- & 6-Year Plan Yes 

Applied for Grants in the Past Yes 

Awarded a Grant in the Past Yes 
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific 
Purposes such as Mitigation Projects 

Yes 

Gas/Electric/Water/Sewer Service 
Fees 

No 

Storm Water Service Fees No 

Development Impact Fees No 
General Obligation Revenue or 
Special Tax Bonds 

Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Education 
& 

Outreach 
Capability  

Local Citizen Groups or Non-Profit 
Organizations Focused on 
Environmental Protection, Emergency 
Preparedness, Access and Functional 
Needs Populations, etc. 

Yes 

Ongoing Public Education or 
Information Program (e.g., 
Responsible Water Use, Fire Safety, 
Household Preparedness, 
Environmental Education) 

Yes 

Natural Disaster or Safety Related 
School Programs 

Yes 

StormReady Certification Yes 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA No 

Other (if any) - 
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Overall Capability 
Capability Limited/Moderate/High 
Financial Resources to Implement Mitigation Projects Limited 
Staff/Expertise to Implement Projects Moderate 
Public Support to Implement Projects Moderate 
Time to Devote to Hazard Mitigation Moderate 
Ability to Expand and Improve the Identified Capabilities to 
Achieve Mitigation Moderate 

 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
�+�D�P�L�O�W�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���L�V���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�)�,�3���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���M�R�L�Q�H�G�����������������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���)�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q��
Administrator oversees the commitments and requirements of the NFIP. The Floodplain 
�$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U�� �X�V�H�V�� �1�H�'�1�5�¶�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q�� �P�D�S�� �W�R�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�� �L�I�� �D�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�Pent will be 
located in the floodplain. For any new construction in the floodplain, a floodplain development 
�S�H�U�P�L�W�� �P�X�V�W�� �E�H�� �I�L�O�O�H�G�� �R�X�W���� �(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �G�R�Q�H�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V�� �I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q�� �R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G��
working with the Floodplain Administrator. After flood event, the county implements substantial 
improvement and substantial damage provisions as outlined in the Substation Damage 
Assessment Handbook from NeDNR which can be found here: 
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDA
Handbook_FINAL.pdf�����7�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�R���Q�R�W���H�[�F�H�H�G���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D��
requirements. Any Letters of Map Change are filed in the zoning office and with NeDNR. 
 
The local planning team has stated that Hamilton County will remain in good standing and 
continue involvement with the NFIP in the future. Currently there are no barriers for the county 
when running the NFIP program. There are no known areas in the county with limited NFIP 
coverage. Floodplain educational materials include pamphlets on flood insurance. Additional 
NFIP information is given in the table below. 
 
Hamilton County NFIP Information 

NFIP Overview 
Floodplain Administrator: Yes 
Is Floodplain Administrator a Certified Floodplain Manager? No 
Is Floodplain Management an Auxiliary Function? Yes 
Date of NFIP Participation: 6/21/1993 
Number of NFIP Policies In-Force: 7 
Total NFIP Premium ($): $15,922 
Total NFIP Coverage ($): $3,983,000 
Number of Claims Paid Out: 0 
Total Amount of Claims Paid Out ($:) $0 
Number of Repetitive Loss Structures: 0 
Number of Severe Repetitive Loss Structures: 0 
Is the Co unty  Currently Suspended from the NFIP? No 
Any Outstanding Compliance Issues? No 
FIRMs Digital or Paper? Digital 

 
Parcel Improvements and Valuation 
The planning team acquired GIS parcel data from the County Assessor to analyze the location, 
number, and value of property improvements (e.g. buildings, garages, sheds etc.) located in the 
100-year and 500-year floodplains at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of 
structures on each parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following 
tables. 

https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDAHandbook_FINAL.pdf
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDAHandbook_FINAL.pdf
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Parcel Improvements and Value in the 100-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

4,730 $907,242,047 775 $168,032,282 16.4% 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 500-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

4,730 $907,242,047 738 $148,342,697 15.6% 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 

Plans and Studies 
Hamilton County has several planning documents that discuss or relate to hazard mitigation. Each 
plan is listed below along with a short description of how it is integrated with the hazard mitigation 
plan or how it contains hazard mitigation principles. When the city updates these planning 
mechanisms, the local planning team will review the hazard mitigation plan for opportunities to 
incorporate the goals and objectives, risk and vulnerability data, and mitigation actions into the 
update. 
 
Capital Improvements Plan 
The capital improvements plan outlines projects the county would like to pursue and provides a 
planning schedule and financing options. The local planning team was unaware of specific 
projects identified in the capital improvements plan. 
 
Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (20 20) 
The purpose of the Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to help 
effectively manage wildfires and increase collaboration and communication among organizations 
who manage fire. The CWPP discusses county-specific historical wildfire occurrences and 
impacts, identifies areas most at risk from wildfires, discusses protection capabilities, and 
identifies wildfire mitigation strategies. Wildfire projects and concerns from the 2015 hazard 
mitigation plan were included in the CWPP and wildfire projects in the current hazard mitigation 
plan will be included during the next CWPP update. Projects identified in the CWPP were 
reviewed for inclusion in this community profile. This document is updated every five years. 
 
Comprehensive Plan (2018) 
The comprehensive plan is designed to guide the future actions and growth of the county. 
Flooding hazards have been integrated into the comprehensive plan. It directs development away 
from the floodplain, directs housing away from chemical storage sites, encourages infill 
development, and encourages the elevation of structures located in the floodplain. The 
comprehensive plan will be updated in 2028. 
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Floodplain Ordinance (2019), Zoning Ordinance (2019), Subdivision Ordinance 
(2019) 
�7�K�H���F�L�W�\�¶�V���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q��ordinance, zoning ordinance, and subdivision ordinance outline where and 
how development should occur in the future. Flooding hazards have been integrated into these 
documents. They restrict development in known hazardous areas, limit population density in the 
floodplain, discourage housing and vulnerable populations near chemical storage sites, and 
include well setback requirements. All three documents are reviewed every 10 years and updated 
as necessary. 
 
Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (2017) 
The Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) establishes standardized 
policies, plans, guidelines, and procedures for emergency resources and governmental entities 
to respond and recover when a disaster event occurs. It contains information regarding direction 
and control, communications and warning, damage assessment, emergency public information, 
evacuation, fire services, health and human services, law enforcement, mass care, protective 
shelters, and resource management. The hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated with this 
plan. Flooding, dam failure, and mass shelter information from the LEOP was used to inform 
hazard prioritization and community lifelines. 
 

Future Development Trends 
Over the past five years, housing developments occurred in Valley View and Mariposa Platte 
View Estates. Lone Tree Towing also built a shop at H Road and Interstate 80. Homes in Mariposa 
Platte View Estates were built in the floodplain and homes in Valley View are located in the 
wildland urban interface. In the next five years, an ammonia plant is being considered along 
Highway 34 west of Aurora. The figure on the next page shows the future land use for the county. 
 
For hazards like drought, extreme heat, severe thunderstorms, severe winter storms, and 
tornadoes and high winds, all new and future developments could be impacted regardless of 
where they are located. The new homes located in the floodplain and wildland urban interface will 
face increased risks of flooding and grass/wildfires. Future development is also not likely to occur 
in any other known hazard locations. 
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Hamilton County Future Land Use Map 
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Community Lifelines 
As listed in the following table, each participating jurisdiction identified community lifelines that 
�D�U�H�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O��
during and after a disaster per the FEMA Community Lifelines guidance. The FEMA lifeline 
categories include Safety and Security; Food, Water, and Shelter; Health and Medical; Energy; 
Communication; Transportation; and Hazardous Material Facilities. 

 
Hamilton County Community Lifelines 

Name 
Community Lifeline 

Type 
Generator (G)  

Shelter (S) 
Floodplain 

(Y/N) 
Hamilton County Courthouse Safety and Security - N 

Hamilton County EMA Safety and Security G N 
Law Enforcement Center / Communications 

Tower Safety and Security G N 

County Road Equipment Shop �± Giltner Transportation - N 
County Road Equipment Shop �± Hordville Transportation - N 

County Road Equipment Shop �± Main Shop Transportation - N 
County Road Equipment Shop �± Marquette Transportation - N 

County Road Equipment Shop �± Phillips Transportation - N 
County Road Equipment Shop �± Stockham Transportation - N 

NRIN Communication Dishes Communications - N 
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Community Lifelines Map 
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Hazard Historical Occurrences 
The following table provides a statistical summary for hazards that have occurred in the county.  
The property damages from the NCEI Storm Events Database (January 1996 through November 
2023) should be considered only as broad estimates. Crop damages reports come from the USDA 
Risk Management Agency for Hamilton County between 2000 and 2023.  
 
Hamilton County Hazard Loss History 

Hazard Type Count Property Damage Crop Damage 2 

Agricultural Disease 
Animal Disease1 15 20 Animals N/A 

Plant Disease2 12 N/A $62,626 

Dam and Levee 
Failure  

Dam Failure5 1 $0 N/A 

Levee Failure11 0 $0 N/A 

Drought 6 439 out of 
1,546 Months 

$0 $16,732,133 

Extreme Heat 7 
Avg. 4 Days a 

Year 
N/A $5,297,375 

Flooding 8 
Flash Flood 12 $2,290,000 

$136,955 
Flood 5 $310,000 

Grass/Wildfires 9 

4 Injuries, 1 Fatality 
341 

2,234 Acres 
Burned 

N/A 

Hazardous Materials 
Release 

Fixed Site3 31 $0 N/A 
Transportation4 

1 Injury 
28 $46,170 N/A 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 8  

Hail 
Range: 0.75-7 Inches 
Average: 1.3 Inches 

174 $7,632,000 $24,381,539 

Thunderstorm 
Wind 
5 Injuries 
Range: 58-96 mph 
Average: 66 mph 

99 $20,818,500 

$900,242 

Heavy Rain 29 $100,000 
Lightning 
1 Injury 

3 $35,500 

Severe Winter 
Storms 8 

Blizzard 11 $25,000 

$295,605 

Extreme 
Cold/Wind Chill 

4 $0 

Heavy Snow 2 $0 

Ice Storm 9 $4,095,000 

Winter Storm 48 $335,000 

Winter Weather 33 $220,000 
Terrorism and  
Cyber Security 10 1 N/A N/A 

Tornadoes and High 
Winds 8 

High Winds 
Range: 40-76 mph 
Average: 58 mph 

34 $1,264,080 $4,962,551 

Tornadoes 
Range: EF0-EF2 
Average: EF0 

30 $5,336,000 $158,785 

Total 922 $42,507,250 $54,927,809 
N/A: Data not available 
1 �± NDA, 2014 �± 2023 
2 - USDA RMA, 2000 �±2023 
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3 �± NRC, 1990 �± December 2023 
4 �± PHSMA, 1971 �± December 2023 
5 �± DNR Communication, January 2024 
6 �± NOAA, 1895 �± December 2023 
7 �± High Plains Regional Climate Center, 1900 �± 2023 
8 �± NCEI, 1996 - November 2023 
9 �± NFS, 2000 - 2023 
10 �± University of Maryland, 1970 �± 2020, Local Planning Teams Communication 
11 �± National Levee Database, 2023 

 

Hazard Prioritization and Mitigation Strategy 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan evaluates a range of natural and human-caused 
hazards which pose a risk to the counties, communities, and other participants. During the 
planning process, the local planning team prioritized specific hazards of top concern for Hamilton 
County which required a more nuanced and in-depth discussion of past local events, potential 
impacts, capabilities, and vulnerabilities. The following section expands on the prioritized hazards 
identified by Hamilton County. Based on this analysis, the local planning team determined their 
vulnerability to all other hazards to be of low concern. For a review and analysis of other regional 
hazards, please see Section Five and Appendix A. 
 
Agricultural Disease 
Agricultural disease is a concern for the local planning team because the local economy is heavily 
dependent on agriculture. As a rural farming county, a major disease outbreak with crops or 
livestock could have massive financial impacts on local governments and residents. Since 2014 
there have only been small animal and crop disease events. Animal disease outbreaks are more 
likely to occur in large confinement/feed operations. There are several feedlots in the county, but 
most are small to medium sized operations. Local producers work with USDA or UNL Extension 
on ways to reduce risk and vulnerability to agricultural disease. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 
See the All Hazards Actions at the end of this section. 
 
Flooding 
Flooding in the county is most likely to occur along the northern border along the Platte River and 
in the southern part of the county along the west fork of the Big Blue River. Other bodies of water 
of concern are the Little Blue River and Lincoln Creek. NCEI data shows that Hamilton County 
has experienced 17 flood events since 1996. The most damaging event occurred countywide in 
2005, when a flash flood caused $2 million in property damage. The local planning team identified 
some more additional large flooding events. A heavy rain event occurred in June of 2015, ice jam 
flooding occurred in January of 2016 around the Highway 34 and the Hall County line, and a 
heavy rain event caused flooding in August of 2017. During the spring 2019 flooding, Hamilton 
County experienced county road damage and sandbagging around a private lake located along 
the Platte River. The local planning team indicated that no county lifelines have been damaged 
due to flooding. Currently, the county planning and zoning department is encouraging all the 
incorporated communities to participate in NFIP. Ditches throughout the county are regularly 
cleared to help reduce drainage issues. 
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Completed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Floodplain Mapping / Remapping 

Description & Location 
Update of existing floodplain maps for communities/counties that 
participate in the NFIP. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Status Completed in 2020. 

 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Formal Evacuation Plan 

Description & Location 
Establish a plan to effectively evacuate residents during storm events and 
major flooding. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Hazardous Materials 
Release, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and 
Cyber Security, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $2,000+ 
Local Funding Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Department 
Status Not Started. Need to update and replace the current plan. 

 
Hazardous Materials Release 
Since 1990 there have been 31 fixed chemical site spills and since 1971 there have been 28 
transportation chemical spills. Most of these events have been small with only a total of $46,170 
in property damage from all of the events. However, the risk of a large spill is elevated for the 
county. Interstate 80 travels directly through county and other major highways include U.S. 
Highway 34, and Nebraska Highways 2, 14, and 66. In addition there are 33 Tier II chemical sites 
including two large anhydrous storage facilities, an ethanol plant, and several co-ops. There are 
also two rail lines that travel through the county. A large release causing a shutdown of traffic, 
and a large evacuation is the primary concern for the county. There are no HAZMAT trained 
individuals in the county and mutual aid would be needed during a large spill. To help reduce risk, 
local first responders train regularly with the local industries in the county. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Bridge Replacements 

Description & Location 

Replace structurally deficient, functionally obsolete, fracture critical 
bridges on nationally classified minor collector roads. The county has 
experienced bridge failures during high water events. Bridges are located 
635 feet north of intersections of Road 2 and Road W. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Dam and Levee Failure, Flooding, Hazardous Materials Release 
Estimated Cost $1,000,000 
Local Funding County Roads Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency County Roads Department 
Status Not Started 
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Action First Aid Training 
Description & Location Promote first aid training for all residents 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, 
Hazardous Materials Release, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter 
Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $500+ 
Local Funding Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Department, Local Fire Departments 

Status 
Ongoing. Completed CPR and Stop the Bleed classes for county 
employees. Annual trainings will continue in the county and with local 
businesses. 

 
Action Shelter In-Place Training/Education 

Description & Location 

Ensure that all critical facilities, businesses, and residents located near 
major transportation corridors and near fixed site chemical facilities are 
aware of how to safely shelter in place in the event of a chemical incident. 
This action will be done using public education and training. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Hazardous Materials Release 
Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Department, Local Fire Departments 

Status 
In Progress. The county does social media posts throughout 
Preparedness Month. Fliers and training with local businesses is still 
needed. 

 
Action Training for Response to Train Derailment 

Description & Location 
Provide training for first responders in the event of a train derailment and 
related hazmat incident. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Hazardous Materials Release 
Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Department, Local Fire Departments 
Status Ongoing training with fire departments. 

 
Severe Thunderstorms 
NCEI data shows that Hamilton County has experienced 305 severe thunderstorm events since 
1996. The largest event occurred on July 9, 2021, when $15 million in property damage occurred 
in Aurora and Giltner from a thunderstorm wind event. Other recent events include a hailstorm in 
June 2022 and strong winds in April 2022, both of which caused damage across the county. The 
local planning team is primarily concerned with public safety, power loss, wind damage, and hail 
damage from severe thunderstorm events. Historically, several lifelines have experienced wind 
damage and power outages due to thunderstorms. If power loss were to occur, the county jail, 
911 dispatch, and emergency management building all have backup power generators. The 
county courthouse and county roads department currently need backup power generators. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Power, Service, Electrical, and Water Distribution Lines 

Description & Location 
Provide looped distribution service and other redundancies in the 
electrical system as a backup power supply in the event the primary 
system is destroyed or fails. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism 
and Cyber Security, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $40,000 per Mile 
Local Funding County Roads Budget, Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Department, County Roads Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Weather Radios 

Description & Location 

Conduct an inventory of weather radios at schools and other critical 
facilities and provide new radios as needed. Most schools and medical 
facilities in the county have them. The county would like to get them in all 
public locations. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Drought, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, 
Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Tornadoes and High 
Winds 

Estimated Cost $50 per Radio 
Local Funding Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency County Emergency Management 

Status 
Planning Stage. Past grant application was denied, so still looking for 
funding. 

 
Severe Winter Storms 
NCEI data shows that 107 severe winter storm events have occurred since 1996. The most 
damaging event occurred on December 30, 2006, when an ice storm caused $4 million in 
damage. The local planning team is concerned with public safety, prolonged power outages, loss 
of commerce, and delayed emergency response due to poor road conditions. Hamilton County 
does not have officially designated snow routes, but the local planning team indicated that high-
volume traffic roads are cleared first. The county roads department is in charge of removing snow 
on county roads, while the state roads department is in charge of snow removal on the state 
highways and interstate 80. A new dump truck with sanding equipment and a new plow were 
purchased recently. However, current snow removal resources are not sufficient to meet the 
needs of the county. An all-weather vehicle is also needed for first responders. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Civil Service Improvements 

Description & Location 

Improve emergency rescue and response equipment and facilities by 
providing additional, or updating existing, emergency response 
equipment. Ex: fire trucks, ATV's, water tanks/trucks, snow removal 
equipment, etc. This would also include developing backup systems for 
emergency vehicles and identifying and training additional personnel for 
emergency response. The county would like an all-weather vehicle for 
emergency responders. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Winter Storms 
Estimated Cost $170,000 
Local Funding Sheriffs Department Budget, Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Sheriffs Department, Emergency Management Budget 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Improve Snow / Ice Removal Program 

Description & Location 
Purchase equipment for ice removal on paved county roads. This would 
include sanders, material handling equipment, and facilities to store ice 
removal material. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Winter Storms 
Estimated Cost $200,000 
Local Funding County Roads Budget 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency County Roads Department 
Status Ongoing 

 
Action Roadway Paving 

Description & Location 
The county currently has nine miles of emergency response routes that 
are not currently paved. Three miles of paving needed on Road K and six 
miles on Road 6. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Hazardous Materials 
Release, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and 
Cyber Security, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $9,000,000 
Local Funding County Roads Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency County Roads Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Terrorism and Cyber Security 
There have been no terrorist or cyber-attacks in Hamilton County. The county primarily deals with 
phishing scams on computers and phones. The rise in cyber-attacks is concerning to the local 
planning team, as governmental agencies are typically targeted. A cyber-attack could cause a 
loss of county records and be a final burned if it were to happen. Currently, the county is 
developing a cyber security plan and educating employees of cyber-attacks and policies. In the 
future the county would like to increase cyber security, education, and training. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Cyber Security Improvements 

Description & Location 
�0�D�N�H�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V�� �F�\�E�H�U�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���� �7�U�D�L�Q�� �D�Q�G��
educate county staff on cyber security protocols and best practices. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Terrorism and Cyber Security 
Estimated Cost $5,000+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years  
Priority High 
Lead Agency County Board, County Manager 
Status New Action. In Progress. 

 
Action Vehicular Barriers 

Description & Location 
Install vehicular barriers to protect community lifelines and key 
infrastructure at public sites. The county would like to double the number 
of barriers that they currently have. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Terrorism and Cyber Security 
Estimated Cost $10,000 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency �&�R�X�Q�W�\���5�R�D�G�V���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�����6�K�H�U�L�I�I�¶�V���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W 
Status Not started due to a lack of funding. 

 
Tornadoes and High Winds 
NCEI data since 1996 shows there have been 30 tornado events and 34 high wind events in 
Hamilton County. The most damaging event was an EF2 tornado on June 6, 2011, that caused 
$2.5 million in damage near Hampton. Other past tornadic events have damaged the roof and 
windows of the county courthouse and the roof and doors of the county ambulance building. A 
high wind event in May 2008 damaged both the county ambulance building and county 
courthouse. Property damage, potential injuries, loss of power, and crop damage are the primary 
concerns related to tornadoes and high winds. There are no warning sirens outside of cities and 
villages. While Hamilton County does not have a county safe room, County Emergency 
Management offers emergency text alerts. In addition, the county offers public outreach activities 
including public education talks, a severe weather poster contest, storm spotter class, and social 
media alerts and information. In the event of a disaster the county has mutual aid agreements 
with Grand Island, Polk County, Central City, and Adams County. In addition, all the fire 
departments in the county have mutual aid with each other and with surrounding departments not 
in the county. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Backup Generators 

Description & Location 

Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power to redundant 
power supplies, municipal wells, lift stations, and other critical facilities 
and shelters. Generators are needed for the county roads department and 
courthouse. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Drought, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, 
Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and Cyber 
Security, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $25,000 per Generator 

Local Funding 
Roads Department Budget, General Budget, Emergency Management 
Budget 

Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency County Roads Department, Emergency Management Department 
Status Not Started. Funding needed to help purchase the generators. 

 
Action Storm Shelter / Safe Rooms 

Description & Location 

Design and construct fully supplied storm shelters and safe rooms in 
highly vulnerable areas such as mobile home parks, campgrounds, 
school, and other areas. Safe rooms would be for the county roads 
department, cities, and villages. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Estimated Cost $200-$300 per Square Foot 
Local Funding Emergency Management Budget, County Roads Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Budget, County Roads Department 
Status Not started due to a lack of funding. 

 
Other Hazard Actions 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Fire Wise Defensible Space 

Description & Location 

Work with the Nebraska Forest Service and US Forest Service to become 
a Fire Wise Communities/USA participant. Develop a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan. Train landowners about creating defensible space. Enact 
ordinances and building codes to increase defensible space, improve 
building materials to reduce structure ignitability, and increase access to 
structures by responders. Develop and implement brush and fuel thinning 
projects. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Grass/Wildfires 
Estimated Cost $20,000 
Local Funding Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Department, Local Fire Departments 

Status 
Ongoing. The county has worked with the Nebraska Forest Service on 
some projects. 
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All Hazard Actions 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Continuity Plans 
Description & Location Develop continuity plans for critical community services. 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $10,000+ 
Local Funding Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Emergency Communication 

Description & Location 

Establish an action plan to improve communication between agencies to 
better assist residents and businesses during and following emergencies. 
Establish inner-operable communications. Provide equipment such as 
satellite telephones and radios. Update radio and add repeaters to the 
north and south end of the county. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $10,000+ 
Local Funding Sheriffs Department Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Sheriffs Department 
Status Not started due to a lack of funding. 

 
Action Public Awareness/Education 

Description & Location 

Educate staff, residents, businesses, and visitors on their risks to all 
hazards that could impact the community, how to get information and 
emergency notifications, mitigation actions that can be taken, and 
preparedness actions to keep themselves safe. Keeping residents, staff, 
businesses, and visitors informed about hazards that could impact the 
community and opportunities for mitigating risks can help protect public 
health, safety, and welfare. Outreach and education may include but is 
not limited to booths at local events, social media posts, flyers, maps, 
mailings, and in person updates for the local governing body. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $500+ 
Local Funding Emergency Management Budget 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Department 
Status Ongoing 
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Action Vulnerable Population Database 

Description & Location 
Work with stakeholders to develop a database of vulnerable populations 
and the organizations which support them. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost Staff Time 
Local Funding Staff Time 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Emergency Management Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Removed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Education about Continuity Plans 
Description & Location Educate local businesses on the value of continuity planning. 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Status This action will be included in the Public Awareness/Education action. 
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Local Planning Team 
 
Local Planning Team 

Name Title Jurisdiction Round 1 Meeting Round 2 Meeting 
Adam 
Darbro 

Public Works Director, 
Floodplain Administrator 

City of Aurora 
Attended, Materials 

Development 
Materials 

Development 
Pete Miller Water Operator City of Aurora - Attended 

Tom Cox Fire Chief 
City of Aurora 

Fire Department 
Attended, Materials 

Development 
Attended 

Jenna 
Watson 

Emergency Manager 
Memorial 
Hospital 

Materials 
Development 

- 

 
Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans are living documents and should be updated regularly to ensure 
effectiveness and reflect changes in hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These 
updates are encouraged to occur after every major disaster event, alongside planning document 
updates, before the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants cycle begins, and/or prior to other 
funding opportunity cycles beginning. 
 
The Public Works Director and Fire Chief will be responsible for reviewing and updating this 
participant profile outside of the five-year update. The City of Aurora will review the plan annually 
and the public will be notified during city council meetings and through social media. 
 

Capability Assessment 
The �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�H�D�P�� �D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �&�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �$�X�U�R�U�D�¶�V�� �K�D�]�D�U�G�� �P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �E�\�� �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J��
planning and regulatory capabilities, administrative and technical capabilities, fiscal capabilities, 
and education and outreach capabilities. 
 
Capability Assessment 

Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Planning 
& 

Regulatory 
Capability  

Comprehensive Plan Yes 

Capital Improvements Plan No 

Economic Development Plan Yes 

Emergency Operations Plan Yes (County) 

Floodplain Management Plan No 

Storm Water Management Plan No 

Zoning Ordinance Yes 

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance Yes 

Floodplain Ordinance Yes 

Building Codes Yes (State) 

Source Water Protection Plan Yes 
Water System Emergency Response 
Plan 

Yes 

National Flood Insurance Program Yes 

Community Rating System No 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan Yes (Regional) 
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Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Other (if any) 
Water System Risk & Resiliency 

Assessment 

Administrative 
& 

Technical 
Capability  

Planning Commission Yes 

Floodplain Administrator Yes 

GIS Capabilities Yes 

Chief Building Official No 

Civil Engineering Yes 

Grant Manager Yes 

Mutual Aid Agreement Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Fiscal 
Capability  

1- & 6-Year Plan Yes 

Applied for Grants in the Past Yes 

Awarded a Grant in the Past Yes 
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific 
Purposes such as Mitigation Projects 

Yes 

Gas/Electric/Water/Sewer Service 
Fees 

Yes 

Storm Water Service Fees No 

Development Impact Fees No 
General Obligation Revenue or 
Special Tax Bonds 

Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Education 
& 

Outreach 
Capability  

Local Citizen Groups or Non-Profit 
Organizations Focused on 
Environmental Protection, Emergency 
Preparedness, Access and Functional 
Needs Populations, etc. 

Yes 

Ongoing Public Education or 
Information Program (e.g., 
Responsible Water Use, Fire Safety, 
Household Preparedness, 
Environmental Education) 

Yes 

Natural Disaster or Safety Related 
School Programs 

Yes 

StormReady Certification No 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA No 

Other (if any) - 

 
Overall Capability 

Capability Limited/Moderate/High 
Financial Resources to Implement Mitigation Projects High 
Staff/Expertise to Implement Projects High 
Public Support to Implement Projects High 
Time to Devote to Hazard Mitigation Moderate 
Ability to Expand and Improve the Identified Capabilities to 
Achieve Mitigation 

Moderate 
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National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
�$�X�U�R�U�D���L�V���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�)�,�3���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���M�R�L�Q�H�G�����������������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�¶�V���)�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U��
oversees the commitments and requirements of the NFIP. The Floodplain Administrator uses 
�'�1�5�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���P�D�S���W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���L�I���D���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q����
For any new construction in the floodplain, a floodplain development permit must be obtained. 
�(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V�� �G�R�Q�H�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�¶�V�� �I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�Ln regulations. After flood event, the community 
implements substantial improvement and substantial damage provisions as outlined in the 
Substation Damage Assessment Handbook from DNR, which can be found here: 
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDA
Handbook_FINAL.pdf���� �7�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�¶�V�� �I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �G�R�� �Q�R�W�� �H�[�F�H�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �R�I�� �1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D��
requirements. Any Letters of Map Change are filed with FEMA. 
 
The local planning team has stated that Aurora will remain in good standing and continue 
involvement with the NFIP in the future. Currently there are no barriers for the city when running 
the NFIP program. There are no known areas in the community with limited NFIP coverage. No 
floodplain educational materials are currently used by the city. Additional NFIP information is 
given in the table below. 
 
City of Aurora NFIP Information 

NFIP Overview 
Floodplain Administrator: Yes 
Is Floodplain Administrator a Certified Floodplain Manager? No 
Is Floodplain Management an Auxiliary Function? Yes 
Date of NFIP Participation: 8/16/1988 
Number of NFIP Policies In-Force: 5 
Total NFIP Premium ($): $3,550 
Total NFIP Coverage ($): $479,000 
Number of Claims Paid Out: 1 
Total Amount of Claims Paid Out ($:) $25,540 
Number of Repetitive Loss Structures: 1 
Number of Severe Repetitive Loss Structures: 0 
Is the Community Currently Suspended from the NFIP? No 
Any Outstanding Compliance Issues? No 
FIRMs Digital or Paper? Digital 

 
Parcel Improvements and Valuation 
The planning team acquired GIS parcel data from the County Assessor to analyze the location, 
number, and value of property improvements (e.g. buildings, garages, sheds etc.) located in the 
100-year and 500-year floodplains at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of 
structures on each parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following 
tables. 
 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 100-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

1,897 $368,118,290 60 $18,931,805 3.2% 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 
  

https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDAHandbook_FINAL.pdf
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDAHandbook_FINAL.pdf
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Parcel Improvements and Value in the 500-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

1,897 $368,118,290 218 $49,795,015 11.5% 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 

Plans and Studies 
The City of Aurora has several planning documents that discuss or relate to hazard mitigation. 
Each plan is listed below along with a short description of how it is integrated with the hazard 
mitigation plan or how it contains hazard mitigation principles. When the city updates these 
planning mechanisms, the local planning team will review the hazard mitigation plan for 
opportunities to incorporate the goals and objectives, risk and vulnerability data, and mitigation 
actions into the update. 
 
Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2020) 
The purpose of the Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to help 
effectively manage wildfires and increase collaboration and communication among organizations 
who manage fire. The CWPP discusses county-specific historical wildfire occurrences and 
impacts, identifies areas most at risk from wildfires, discusses protection capabilities, and 
identifies wildfire mitigation strategies. Wildfire projects and concerns from the 2015 hazard 
mitigation plan were included in the CWPP and wildfire projects in the current hazard mitigation 
plan will be included during the next CWPP update. Projects identified in the CWPP were 
reviewed for inclusion in this community profile. This document is updated every five years. 
 
Comprehensive Plan (2020) 
The comprehensive plan is designed to guide the future actions and growth of the city. The hazard 
mitigation plan has not been integrated with it and it does not discuss specific hazards or hazard 
mitigation principles. It is slated to be updated in 2030. 
 
Floodplain Regulations (2019), Zoning Regulations (2020), and Subdivision 
Regulations (2020) 
�7�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�¶�V�� �I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �]�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�E�G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�� �Z�K�H�U�H��
and how development should occur in the future. The hazard mitigation plan has not been 
integrated with these documents. However, the documents discourage development in the 
floodplain, limit population density in the floodplain, include well setback requirements, and 
include the ability to implement water restrictions. The zoning regulations and subdivision 
regulations are updated every 10 years. 
 
Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (2017) 
The Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) establishes standardized 
policies, plans, guidelines, and procedures for emergency resources and governmental entities 
to respond and recover when a disaster event occurs. It contains information regarding direction 
and control, communications and warning, damage assessment, emergency public information, 
evacuation, fire services, health and human services, law enforcement, mass care, protective 
shelters, and resource management. This plan is updated every five years. The hazard mitigation 
plan has not been integrated with this plan. Flooding, dam failure, and mass shelter information 
from the LEOP was used to inform hazard prioritization and community lifelines. 
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Water System Risk and Resiliency Assessment (2021) and Emergency Response 
Plan (2021) 
Auora has completed a risk and resiliency assessment and an emergency response plan for their 
community water system. The risk and resiliency assessment includes a risk assessment for 
several human and natural caused hazards and how they will impact water system assets. A 
water system emergency response plan serves as a guideline for water operators and city 
administration to minimize the disruption of normal services to consumers and to provide public 
health protection during an emergency event. The document identifies several natural and 
human-�F�D�X�V�H�G���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P�¶�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �,�W���D�O�V�R��
contains water system information, communication and messaging, roles and responsibilities, and 
mitigation alternatives. The hazard mitigation plan has been integrated with these plans and 
information from them has been included in the Hazard Prioritization and Mitigation Strategy 
section of this profile. 
 
Wellhead Protection Plan (2024) 
The purpose of wellhead protection plans is to protect the public drinking water supply wells from 
contamination. It includes identifying potential sources of groundwater contamination in the area 
and managing the potential contaminant sources. The wellhead protection plan has not been 
integrated with the hazard mitigation plan. 
 

Future Development Trends 
Over the past five years, a new housing development has been started on the western side of the 
community. Over 40 new homes have been built with more to be added in the coming years. In 
the next five years, additional housing will be built on the west side and businesses will likely be 
added along Highway 34, Highway 14, and downtown. The figure below shows the future land 
use map for the city. It shows additional industrial uses on the west side, commercial along the 
highways, and most residential everywhere else. 
 
For hazards like drought, extreme heat, severe thunderstorms, severe winter storms, and 
tornadoes and high winds, all new and future developments could be impacted regardless of 
where they are located. According to the local planning team any future development is not likely 
to occur in any other known hazard locations. 
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Future Land Use Map 

 
Source: City of Aurora 
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Community Lifelines 
As listed in the following table, each participating jurisdiction identified community lifelines that 
�D�U�H�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O��
during and after a disaster per the FEMA Community Lifelines guidance. The FEMA lifeline 
categories include Safety and Security; Food, Water, and Shelter; Health and Medical; Energy; 
Communication; Transportation; and Hazardous Material Facilities. 

 
City of Aurora Community Lifelines 

Name 
Community Lifeline 

Type 
Generator (G)  

Shelter (S) 
Floodplain 

(Y/N) 
Aurora Ascend School Food, Water, Shelter - N 

Alice M Farr Library Other - N 
Aurora Elementary School Food, Water, Shelter - N 

Aurora Fire Department Safety & Security G N 
Aurora High School Food, Water, Shelter G,S N 

Aurora Middle School Food, Water, Shelter - N 
Aurora School Bus Barn Transportation - N 

Bremer Community Center Other - N 
City Hall - Aurora Safety & Security - N 
East Park Villa Health & Medical G N 

Hamilton County Courthouse Safety & Security - N 
Hamilton County Department of Roads Transportation - N 

Hamilton County EMS Health & Medical - N 
Hamilton County Fairgrounds Food, Water, Shelter S N 

Hamilton County Senior Center Food, Water, Shelter S N 
Law Enforcement Center / Communications 

Tower 
Safety & Security G N 

Leadership Lift Station Other - N 
Main Wastewater Lift Station Other G N 
Memorial Hospital - Aurora Health & Medical G N 

North Lift Station Other G N 
NPPD Substation - Aurora Energy - N 

Post Office - Aurora Communications - N 
Public Works Shop - Aurora Safety & Security G N 

Public Works Storage Facility - Aurora Safety & Security - N 
South Lift Station Other G N 

Underpass Storm Sewer Lift Station Other G N 
Wastewater Treatment Plant - Aurora Other G N 

Water Tower / Well #1 - Aurora Food, Water, Shelter G N 
Well #2 �± Aurora Food, Water, Shelter - N 
Well #3 �± Aurora Food, Water, Shelter G Y (1%) 
Well #4 �± Aurora Food, Water, Shelter - N 
Well #5 �± Aurora Food, Water, Shelter G N 
Well #6 �± Aurora Food, Water, Shelter G N 
Well #7 - Aurora Food, Water, Shelter - N 

Westfield Quality Care Health & Medical G N 
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Community Lifelines Map 
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Hazard Prioritization and Mitigation Strategy 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan evaluates a range of natural and human-caused 
hazards which pose a risk to the counties, communities, and other participants. During the 
planning process, the local planning team prioritized specific hazards of top concern for Aurora 
which required a more nuanced and in-depth discussion of past local events, potential impacts, 
capabilities, and vulnerabilities. The following section expands on the prioritized hazards identified 
by the City of Aurora. Based on this analysis, the local planning team determined their vulnerability 
to all other hazards to be of low concern. For a review and analysis of other regional hazards, 
please see Section Five and Appendix A. 
 
Drought 
Drought is a concern for the community nearly every summer. During the summer months, water 
operators have had to reduce the pumping rate of the wells to prevent excessive draw down of 
the water table. Well #7 has been identified as the well most at risk during a drought event 
because �L�W���P�D�\���E�H���L�P�S�D�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���Z�H�O�O�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���L�W�����$�X�U�R�U�D�¶�V���V�H�Y�H�Q���Z�H�O�O�V���K�D�Y�H���D���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G��
capacity of approximately seven million gallons per day. Past maximum daily demand has been 
four million gallons per day, which leaves the city with a large buffer. The worst-case scenario 
would be a multi-year drought that causes water levels in the wells to drop. 
 
Another potential concern with drought is water main breaks from dry and cracked ground. Minor 
main breaks in the distribution system may be more difficult to find, however, the impacts would 
likely be minimal. Large main breaks may be easier to detect but the impacts could be much 
larger. One large main break could cause loss of pressure within the system resulting in a loss of 
water and fire suppression capacity. This could leave the City of Aurora without water until the 
break is isolated, repaired, and the system has been tested. Main breaks are typically repaired 
by city staff, however, if several breaks occur at one time, contractors may need to be brought in. 
 
In 2019 the City of Aurora passed an ordinance for restricted water use during a drought or other 
water shortage event. Procedures for restricted use are outlined below. 
 

1. There shall be no watering of lawns, gardens, outside landscaping, washing vehicles or 
use of large amounts of water between the hours of 6:00am to 6:00pm or as ordered by 
City Council or the Water Commissioner. 

 
2. Occupants with street number addresses which are even numbers may only water lawns, 

gardens, and outdoor landscaping on even-numbered days of the month or as ordered by 
City Council or the Water Commissioner. Occupants with street numbers addresses which 
are nod numbers may only water lawns, gardens, and outdoor landscaping on odd-
numbered days of the month or as ordered by City Council or the Water Commissioner. 
This subsection shall not apply to the watering of flower gardens when a hand-held 
sprinkling can is used which makes no use of large amounts of water. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action New Municipal Well 

Description & Location 
Provide a safe backup water supply for the community; replace existing 
wells affected by drought, increase of demand in water, and additional 
water for fire protection. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought 
Estimated Cost $350,000 to $450,000 
Local Funding CDBG, State Revolving Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 
Status In Progress. The city has added two new wells in the last eight years. 

 
Action Water Distribution Lines 

Description & Location 

Update and improve the water distribution system. This may include but 
is not limited to: identifying and replacing leaky pipes, assisting 
homeowners in identifying inefficiencies, and transitioning to smart 
irrigation systems. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Dam & Levee Failure, Drought, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire 
Estimated Cost $15,000+, Varies by Project 
Local Funding General Fund, CDBG 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 
Status Ongoing 

 
Flooding 
NCEI data shows that Aurora has experienced two flash flood events since 1996. Those two 
events have caused $35,000 in property damage. The local planning team is primarily concerned 
with residences being built in flood hazard areas. The area at most risk of flooding is the northern 
and northeastern portions of the city. Access to Well #6 and Well #7 could be difficult during a 
large flood event. Both wells are located north of the community with a floodplain and floodway in 
between. With several access roads to those wells, the utility would have access, but it may be 
delayed. The City of Aurora participates in the National Flood Insurance Program and new 
Floodplain Regulations were adopted in 2019. These regulations further prevent construction in 
flood prone areas. 
 
Completed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Floodplain Mapping / Remapping 
Description & Location Update of existing floodplain maps. 
Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Status Completed. Floodplain maps have been updated. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Acquire Identification Resources 

Description & Location 
Acquire Geographic Information System (GIS) to relocate municipal 
infrastructure (water and sewer lines). Acquire LiDAR imagery for the 
entire jurisdiction to assist in floodplain mapping and structure designs. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Dam & Levee Failure, Drought, Flooding, Terrorism & Cyber Security 
Estimated Cost $2,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Community Rating System 
Description & Location Join the Community Rating System. 
Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost Staff Time 
Local Funding General Fund, Staff Time 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Floodplain Administrator 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Drainage Study / Stormwater Master Plan 

Description & Location 
Drainage studies can be conducted to identify and prioritize improvements 
to address site specific localized flooding/drainage problems. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost  $10,000 to $100,000+ 
Local Funding CDBG 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Flood-Prone Property Acquisition 

Description & Location 
Encourage flood-prone property owners to voluntarily relinquish/sell that 
property to the city. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost Varies by property 
Local Funding General Fund, FMA, HMGP 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Floodplain Administrator 
Status Not Started 
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Action Low Impact Development Practices 

Description & Location 
Utilize Low Impact Development practices and Green Infrastructure to 
reduce flood risk. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $500+, Staff Time 
Local Funding General Fund, Staff Time 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Planning and Zoning Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action No Adverse Impact Adoption 
Description & Location Adopt a No Adverse Impact approach to floodplain management. 
Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $500+, Staff Time 
Local Funding General Fund, Staff Time 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Planning and Zoning Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Parcel Level Evaluation of Flood Prone Properties 

Description & Location 
Conduct a study examining parcels located in flood prone areas and 
identify mitigation measures that can reduce future impacts. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $25,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Stormwater System and Drainage Improvements 

Description & Location 

Undersized systems can contribute to localized flooding. Stormwater 
system improvements, such as pipe upsizing and additional inlets, 
installation of retention and detention facilities can be implemented to 
decrease runoff rates while also decreasing the need for other stormwater 
system improvements. Deepen drainage ditches and clean out culverts. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $100,000+ 
Local Funding CDBG, Cost Share with NRD 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 
Status Not Started 
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Action 
Stream Bank Stabilization / Grade Control Structures / Channel 
Improvements 

Description & Location 
Stabilize banks along streams and rivers. This may include, but is not 
limited to reducing bank slope, addition of riprap, installation of erosion 
control materials/fabrics. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $10,000+, Varies by Scope 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 
Status Ongoing. The city has completed three projects in the last four years. 

 
Hazardous Materials Release 
The local planning team was primarily concerned with contamination of ground water impacting 
�W�K�H���F�L�W�\�¶�V���G�U�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���Z�D�W�H�U�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���V�R�X�U�F�H���Z�D�W�H�U���F�R�Q�W�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���Q�R�W���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����L�W���L�V��
possible that a nearby agricultural or improperly abandoned well may accidentally contaminate 
the groundwater. Most likely this would happen on a well being serviced and chemicals being 
accidentally spilled down the well column. 
 
There are 21 Tier II chemical facilities located in or near Aurora, some of which are located near 
community lifelines. In addition, Highway 34 runs directly by the Aurora hospital which cares for 
a large number of vulnerable individuals. Both ethanol and anhydrous ammonia are regularly 
transported along this highway. If an anhydrous spill were to occur, depending on wind conditions, 
the hospital may need to be evacuated. The hospital recently held a tabletop exercise with 
emergency medical services, fire, and the health department to test evacuation plans. The Aurora 
Elementary School is also located next to railroad tracks where chemicals are regularly 
transported. While no derailments have occurred in or near the city, the possibility always exists. 
In the event of a large chemical spill, the Aurora hospital does have a decontamination shower in 
the emergency room; however, the capacity is limited. A large exposure event may be difficult for 
the community given the available resources. 
 
Memorial Hospital is also concerned with a hazardous materials release. Treating contaminated 
patients who are injured is the primary concern related to this hazard. The hospital recently 
purchased updated biohazard suites and filters to help reduce staff risk. A functional exercise on 
decontamination was also completed recently. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Evacuation Plan 

Description & Location Develop an evacuation plan to be prepared for any disaster that would 
require an evacuation. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam & Levee Failure, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Hazardous Materials 
Release, Terrorism & Cyber Security 

Estimated Cost $2,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency City Administration, Police Department 
Status Not Started 
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Action Shelter in Place Training/Education 

Description & Location 
Ensure that all critical facilities, businesses, and residents located near 
major transportation corridors and near fixed site chemical facilities are 
aware of how to safely shelter in place in the event of a chemical incident. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Hazardous Materials Release 
Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency City Administration, Hamilton County Emergency Management 
Status Not Started 

 
Severe Thunderstorms 
Past severe thunderstorm events have caused lightning strikes and short-term power outages. In 
2019, Well #1 was struck by lightning and damaged the VFD. Since then, the wiring was replaced, 
and the well is now grounded. Well #5 also had a similar experience several years ago. The 
primary concern for severe thunderstorms is loss of power, wind damage, and water damage. 
The City of Aurora has already taken steps to reduce their risks to this hazard by using surge 
protectors and weather radios in many community lifelines. In addition to these preventive 
measures, the City of Aurora conducts local educational programs, such as Fire Prevention, 
DARE, Preparedness, First Aide, CPR, and Severe Weather Awareness Week. Many community 
lifelines have backup generators. The city recently installed backup generators at Well #1 (Water 
Tower) and Well #6. The city also added a backup generator at the Underpass Storm Sewer Lift 
Station to prevent flooding during a power outage. However, additional backup generators are 
needed at other locations. 
 
Memorial Hospital is also concerned with severe thunderstorms, high winds, and tornadoes 
causing increased injuries and blocked roads. When roads become blocked it makes it more 
difficult to transfer patients quickly. HAM radios are used for communication and will likely need 
to be replaced soon as they are aging. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action First Aid Training 
Description & Location Promote first aid training for all residents. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam & Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Hazardous 
Materials Release, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, 
Terrorism & Cyber Security, Tornadoes & High Winds 

Estimated Cost $500+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency EMS 
Status Not Started 
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Action Static Detectors 

Description & Location 
Deploying a static detector at outdoor events can warn of approaching, 
fast moving storms and associated lightning, thus helping officials to 
respond appropriately. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms 
Estimated Cost $1,000 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Public Works Department, Fire Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Weather Radios 

Description & Location Conduct an inventory of weather radios at schools and other critical 
facilities and provide new radios as needed. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Extreme Heat, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Tornadoes 
& High Winds 

Estimated Cost $50/radio 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 

Lead Agency Public Works Department, Hamilton County Emergency Management, 
Aurora Public Schools 

Status Not Started 
 
Severe Winter Storms 
Past winter storms have caused power outages ranging from several hours to several days. In 
2008, an ice storm caused power outages and the backup generator at Well #5 ran for two days. 
In February 2021, the extremely cold temperatures did not cause any major issues, but the utility 
did have to turn off water to some houses due to frozen pipes. Other past issues include low 
temperatures at the wells and ice buildup on antennas for SCADA communication to the wells. If 
the temperature gets too low at the wells, the SCADA system will send out an alarm. If this occurs, 
a water operator will take out a propane heater to help temporarily increase the temperature.  
 
The primary concern for severe winter storms is loss of power, communications, and 
transportation routes being closed. The City of Aurora has designated snow routes and finds their 
snow removal equipment sufficient. Many community lifelines have backup generators. The city 
recently installed backup generators at Well #1 (Water Tower) and Well #6. The city also added 
a backup generator at the Underpass Storm Sewer Lift Station to prevent flooding during a power 
outage. However, additional backup generators are needed at other locations. 
 
Memorial Hospital is also concerned with severe winter storms. In December 2023, extremely low 
temperatures caused a fire sprinkler line to freeze causing flooding to the attached nursing home. 
Severe winter storms can also cause a disruption of medical services and an influx of emergency 
patients. To help reduce risk, a backup power generator has been purchased and regular 
communications exercises are performed. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Backup Generators 

Description & Location 
Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power to redundant 
power supplies, municipal wells, lift stations, and other community lifelines 
and shelters. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam & Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe 
Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism & Cyber Security, 
Tornadoes & High Winds 

Estimated Cost $90,000 to $110,000 per generator 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Fire Department, Public Works Department, Aurora Public Schools 

Status 
In Progress. Installed backup generators at Well 1, Well 6, and the 
underpass storm sewer lift station. 

 
Action Improve Snow / Ice Removal Program 

Description & Location 
Continue to revise and improve the snow and ice removal program for 
streets. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Winter Storms 
Estimated Cost $20,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 

Status 
Ongoing. Local officials review snow removal procedures annually of 
following significant events. 

 
Terrorism and Cyber Security 
The local planning team is primarily concerned with a cyber-attack on city software or the water 
system. While no events have occurred in the past, the national rise in cyber-attacks is 
concerning. �7�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�I���$�X�U�R�U�D�¶�V���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�\�V�W�H�P���L�V���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���E�\���*�:�R�U�N�V�����7�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�L�V���V�\�V�W�H�P��
addresses, names, bank account numbers, and employee payroll information could be at risk of 
theft. Only three staff members have access to the financial system using office laptops only. 
Security measures include a firewall, passwords, and daily monitoring by an outside IT firm. 
 
Potential impacts from a cyber-attack on the water system could include being locked out of the 
SCADA system, adjusting pumping rates to extreme levels, and turning on or off wells. If the wells 
were to be turned on and running at their maximum capacities, it could cause significant damage 
to the water mains throughout the system. However, the SCADA system can manually be turned 
off quickly to stop that from happening. In addition, the water system can be operated manually if 
needed. 
 
Memorial Hospital is also concerned with terrorism and cyber security. In the winter of 2023, there 
was an attempted cyber-attack on electronic health records. No records were stolen from this 
event. A cyber-attack has the potential to disrupt services and release sensitive patient 
information. To reduce this risk of a cyber-attack the hospital has updated the server and firewalls. 
Staff are also educated on phishing emails. 
  



Section Eight | City of Aurora Community Profile 

40  Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan | 2024 

Action Vehicular Barriers 

Description & Location 
Install Vehicular Barriers to protect critical facilities and key infrastructure 
where possible. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Terrorism & Cyber Security 
Estimated Cost $500 - $25,000 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Police Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Tornadoes and High Winds 
There have been two close calls for tornadoes in the past. Nearby tornadoes in 2008 and 2009 
caused power outages, damage to the south side of the city, and lost cell coverage due to a 
damaged cell tower. Concerns related to tornadoes and high winds include damage to critical 
pieces of infrastructure, risks to residents, and power loss. Aurora has several warning sirens; 
however, a local stakeholder group indicated that the hospital, nursing home, and assisted living 
cannot hear them. They rely on weather radios and the Hamilton County Alert System for 
notification. 
 
In the event of power loss, many community lifelines have backup generators. The city recently 
installed backup generators at Well #1 (Water Tower) and Well #6. The city also added a backup 
generator at the Underpass Storm Sewer Lift Station to prevent flooding during a power outage. 
However, additional backup generators are needed at other locations. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Alert Sirens 

Description & Location 
Perform an evaluation of existing alert sirens to determine sirens which 
should be replaced or upgraded. Install new sirens where needed. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Tornadoes & High Winds 
Estimated Cost $15,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Fire Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Hazardous Tree Removal 
Description & Location Identify and remove hazardous limbs and/or trees. 
Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Tornadoes & High Winds 
Estimated Cost  $50 per Tree 
Local Funding Public Works Budget 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 
Status In Progress. The city removes hazardous trees as they are identified. 
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Action Storm Shelter / Safe Rooms 

Description & Location 
Design and construct fully supplied storm shelters and safe rooms in 
highly vulnerable areas such as mobile home parks, campgrounds, 
school, and other areas. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes & High Winds 
Estimated Cost $150-$300 per Square Foot 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority High 

Lead Agency 
City Administration, Hamilton County Emergency Management, Aurora 
Public Schools 

Status Not Started 
 

Action Tree City USA �± Tree Maintenance Program 

Description & Location 

Work to become a Tree City USA through the National Arbor Day 
Foundation to receive direction, technical assistance, and public 
education on how to establish a hazardous tree identification and removal 
program in order to limited potential tree damage and damages caused 
by trees in a community when a storm event occurs. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Tornadoes & High Winds 
Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency City Administration, Public Works Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Tree Inventory 
Description & Location Tree inventory to identify problem trees that lose or drop branches. 
Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Tornadoes & High Winds 
Estimated Cost $10,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Public Works Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Warning Systems 

Description & Location 
Improve city cable TV interrupt warning system and implement telephone 
interrupt system such as Reverse 911, emergency text messaging 
warning system, etc. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam & Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Hazardous 
Materials Release, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, 
Terrorism & Cyber Security, Tornadoes & High Winds 

Estimated Cost $5,000+ 
Local Funding Not Started 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 

Lead Agency 
Police Department, Fire Department, Hamilton County Emergency 
Management 

Status Not Started 
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All Hazards Actions 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Civil Service Improvements 
Description & Location Update fire department equipment and vehicles. 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost Varies 
Local Funding Fire Department Budget 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Fire Department 

Status Ongoing. Equipment and vehicles are purchased as needed and funds 
are available. 

 
Action Comprehensive City/Village Disaster and Emergency Response Plan 
Description & Location Create a Comprehensive City Disaster and Emergency Response Plan. 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $6,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency City Administration, Hamilton County Emergency Management 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Continuity Plans 
Description & Location Develop continuity plans for critical community services. 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost Staff Time 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency City Administration, Hamilton County Emergency Management 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Education about Continuity Plans 
Description & Location Educate local businesses on the value of continuity planning. 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost  $500+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 

Lead Agency 
City Administration, Hamilton County Emergency Management, Chamber 
of Commerce 

Status Not Started 
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Action Emergency Communication 

Description & Location 

Establish an action plan to improve communication between agencies to 
better assist residents and businesses during and following emergencies. 
Establish inner-operable communications. Provide equipment such as 
satellite telephones and radios. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $10,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency City Administration, Hamilton County Emergency Management 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Public Awareness/Education 

Description & Location 

Educate staff, residents, businesses, and visitors on their risks to all 
hazards that could impact the community, how to get information and 
emergency notifications, mitigation actions that can be taken, and 
preparedness actions to keep themselves safe. Keeping residents, staff, 
businesses, and visitors informed about hazards that could impact the 
community and opportunities for mitigating risks can help protect public 
health, safety, and welfare. Outreach and education may include but is 
not limited to booths at local events, social media posts, flyers, maps, 
mailings, and in person updates for the local governing body. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $500+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Public Works Department, Hamilton County Emergency Management 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Vulnerable Population Database 

Description & Location 
Work with stakeholders to develop a database of vulnerable populations 
and the organizations which support them. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $10,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Fire Department, Emergency Management Agency 
Status Not Started 

 
Removed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Enhanced Codes 

Description & Location 
Promote the use of higher codes and standards, such as the Fortified for 
Safer Living Standard. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Status Removed. This is no longer a priority for the city. 
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Action Fire Wise Defensible Space 

Description & Location 

Work with the Nebraska Forest Service and US Forest Service to become 
a Fire Wise Communities/USA participant. Develop a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan. Train landowners about creating defensible space. Enact 
ordinances and building codes to increase defensible space, improve 
building materials to reduce structure ignitability, and increase access to 
structures by responders. Develop and implement brush and fuel thinning 
projects. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Grass/Wildfire 

Status 
Removed. Most homes on the edge of the community have defensible 
space. 
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Community Fact Sheet 

 
  



 Section Eight | Village of Giltner Community Profile 

Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan | 2024 47 

Local Planning Team 
 
Local Planning Team 

Name Title Jurisdiction Round 1 Meeting Round 2 Meeting 

Joan Fruit Clerk/Treasurer Village of Giltner 
Attended, Materials 

Development 
Attended, Materials 

Development 

Kyle Spotts Chairman Village of Giltner 
Materials 

Development 
Materials 

Development 

Cody Nuss Board Member Village of Giltner 
Materials 

Development 
Materials 

Development 
 
Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans are living documents and should be updated regularly to ensure 
effectiveness and reflect changes in hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These 
updates are encouraged to occur after every major disaster event, alongside planning document 
updates, before the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants cycle begins, and/or prior to other 
funding opportunity cycles beginning. 
 
The Village Clerk/Treasurer, Chairman, and Village Board will be responsible for reviewing and 
updating this participant profile outside of the five-year update. The Village of Giltner will review 
the plan annually and the public will be notified using the village website, social media, letters, 
and at public board meetings. 
 

Capability Assessment 
The �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�H�D�P���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���*�L�O�W�Q�H�U�¶�V���K�D�]�D�U�G���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���E�\���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J��
planning and regulatory capabilities, administrative and technical capabilities, fiscal capabilities, 
and education and outreach capabilities. 
 
Capability Assessment 

Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Planning 
& 

Regulatory 
Capability  

Comprehensive Plan No 

Capital Improvements Plan Yes 

Economic Development Plan Yes 

Emergency Operations Plan Yes (County) 

Floodplain Management Plan No 

Storm Water Management Plan No 

Zoning Ordinance Yes 

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance Yes 

Floodplain Ordinance No 

Building Codes No 

Source Water Protection Plan Wellhead Protection Area 
Water System Emergency Response 
Plan 

Emergency Contact List 

National Flood Insurance Program No 

Community Rating System No 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan Yes 



Section Eight | Village of Giltner Community Profile 

48  Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan | 2024 

Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Other (if any) - 

Administrative 
& 

Technical 
Capability  

Planning Commission Yes 

Floodplain Administrator No 

GIS Capabilities Yes 

Chief Building Official No 

Civil Engineering Yes 

Grant Manager No 

Mutual Aid Agreement Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Fiscal 
Capability  

1- & 6-Year Plan Yes 

Applied for Grants in the Past Yes 

Awarded a Grant in the Past Yes 
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific 
Purposes such as Mitigation Projects 

Yes 

Gas/Electric/Water/Sewer Service 
Fees 

Yes 

Storm Water Service Fees No 

Development Impact Fees No 
General Obligation Revenue or 
Special Tax Bonds 

Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Education 
& 

Outreach 
Capability  

Local Citizen Groups or Non-Profit 
Organizations Focused on 
Environmental Protection, Emergency 
Preparedness, Access and Functional 
Needs Populations, etc. 

Yes 

Ongoing Public Education or 
Information Program (e.g., 
Responsible Water Use, Fire Safety, 
Household Preparedness, 
Environmental Education) 

Yes 

Natural Disaster or Safety Related 
School Programs 

Yes 

StormReady Certification No 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA No 

Other (if any) - 
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Overall Capability 
Capability Limited/Moderate/High 
Financial Resources to Implement Mitigation Projects Moderate 
Staff/Expertise to Implement Projects Moderate 
Public Support to Implement Projects Moderate 
Time to Devote to Hazard Mitigation Moderate 
Ability to Expand and Improve the Identified Capabilities to 
Achieve Mitigation Moderate 

 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
The Village of Giltner does not participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. At this time 
the village is not planning on joining the NFIP because only a small portion of the community is 
located in a flood risk area. 
 
Village of Giltner NFIP Information 

NFIP Overview 
Floodplain Administrator: No 
Is Floodplain Administrator a Certified Floodplain Manager? - 
Is Floodplain Management an Auxiliary Function? - 
Date of NFIP Participation: - 
Number of NFIP Policies In-Force: - 
Total NFIP Premium ($): - 
Total NFIP Coverage ($): - 
Number of Claims Paid Out: - 
Total Amount of Claims Paid Out ($:) - 
Number of Repetitive Loss Structures:  
Number of Severe Repetitive Loss Structures:  
Is the Community Currently Suspended from the NFIP? No 
Any Outstanding Compliance Issues? - 
FIRMs Digital or Paper? Digital 

 
Parcel Improvements and Valuation 
The planning team acquired GIS parcel data from the County Assessor to analyze the location, 
number, and value of property improvements (e.g. buildings, garages, sheds etc.) located in the 
100-year and 500-year floodplains at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of 
structures on each parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following 
tables. 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 100-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

199 $24,896,380 5 $601,705 2.5% 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 500-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

199 $24,896,380 5 $601,705 2.5% 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 
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Plans and Studies 
The Village of Giltner has several planning documents that discuss or relate to hazard mitigation. 
Each plan is listed below along with a short description of how it is integrated with the hazard 
mitigation plan or how it contains hazard mitigation principles. When the village updates these 
planning mechanisms, the local planning team will review the hazard mitigation plan for 
opportunities to incorporate the goals and objectives, risk and vulnerability data, and mitigation 
actions into the update. 
 
Capital Improvements Plan (2023) 
The capital improvements plan outlines projects the village would like to pursue and provides a 
planning schedule and financing options. Projects include stormwater and drainage 
improvements, water system improvements, burying power lines, installing backup generators, 
and community storm shelter. The hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated into the capital 
improvements plan. Projects from the capital improvements plan are reviewed for inclusion in the 
hazard mitigation plan. 
 
Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2020) 
The purpose of the Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to help 
effectively manage wildfires and increase collaboration and communication among organizations 
who manage fire. The CWPP discusses county-specific historical wildfire occurrences and 
impacts, identifies areas most at risk from wildfires, discusses protection capabilities, and 
identifies wildfire mitigation strategies. Wildfire projects and concerns from the 2015 hazard 
mitigation plan were included in the CWPP and wildfire projects in the current hazard mitigation 
plan will be included during the next CWPP update. Projects identified in the CWPP were 
reviewed for inclusion in this community profile. This document is updated every five years. 
 
Floodplain Ordinance (2019), Zoning Ordinance (2019), Subdivision Ordinance 
(2019) 
�7�K�H�� �Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V�� �I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q�� �R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���� �]�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�E�G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H��where 
and how development should occur in the future. The hazard mitigation plan has been integrated 
with these documents. They restrict development in known hazardous areas, discourage 
development in the floodplain, limit population density in the floodplain, discourage housing and 
vulnerable populations near chemical storage sites, restrict the subdivision of land within the 
floodplain, include well setback requirements, and include the ability to implement water 
restrictions. The is currently no timeline to update these documents. 
 
Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (2017) 
The Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) establishes standardized 
policies, plans, guidelines, and procedures for emergency resources and governmental entities 
to respond and recover when a disaster event occurs. It contains information regarding direction 
and control, communications and warning, damage assessment, emergency public information, 
evacuation, fire services, health and human services, law enforcement, mass care, protective 
shelters, and resource management. This plan is updated every five years. The hazard mitigation 
plan has not been integrated with this plan. Flooding, dam failure, and mass shelter information 
from the LEOP was used to inform hazard prioritization and community lifelines. 
 
  



 Section Eight | Village of Giltner Community Profile 

Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan | 2024 51 

Future Development Trends 
Over the last five years, the subdivision in Parkside (north of the park) was finished and filled with 
homes, tiny homes were approved, a new business was built in the Parkside subdivision, and a 
new fire barn was built. In the next five years a new subdivision is planned south of the school. 
For hazards like drought, extreme heat, severe thunderstorms, severe winter storms, and 
tornadoes and high winds, all new and future developments could be impacted regardless of 
where they are located. According to the local planning team no new development occurred in 
any other known hazard locations. Future development is also not likely to occur in any other 
known hazard locations. 
 

Community Lifelines 
As listed in the following table, each participating jurisdiction identified community lifelines that 
�D�U�H�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O��
during and after a disaster per the FEMA Community Lifelines guidance. The FEMA lifeline 
categories include Safety and Security; Food, Water, and Shelter; Health and Medical; Energy; 
Communication; Transportation; and Hazardous Material Facilities. 

 
Village of Giltner Community Lifelines 

Name 
Community Lifeline 

Type 
Generator (G)  

Shelter (S) 
Floodplain 

(Y/N) 
County Sheds Other - N 

Giltner Community Center/Village Office Safety and Security S N 
Giltner Fire Department Safety and Security G N 
Giltner Public Schools Food, Water, Shelter S N 

Giltner State Bank Other - N 
Giltner Village Shop Safety and Security - N 

Sewage Lift Station #1 - Giltner Food, Water, Shelter - N 
Sewage Lift Station #2 - Giltner Food, Water, Shelter - N 

St. Joseph Catholic Church Other - N 
United Methodist Church Other - N 

Wastewater Lagoons - Giltner Food, Water, Shelter - N 
Water Tower - Giltner Food, Water, Shelter - N 

Well #1 - Giltner Food, Water, Shelter G N 
Well #2 �± Giltner Food, Water, Shelter - N 

Well House - Giltner Food, Water, Shelter - N 
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Community Lifelines Map 
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Hazard Prioritization and Mitigation Strategy 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan evaluates a range of natural and human-caused 
hazards which pose a risk to the counties, communities, and other participants. During the 
planning process, the local planning team prioritized specific hazards of top concern for Giltner 
which required a more nuanced and in-depth discussion of past local events, potential impacts, 
capabilities, and vulnerabilities. The following section expands on the prioritized hazards identified 
by the Village of Giltner. Based on this analysis, the local planning team determined their 
vulnerability to all other hazards to be of low concern. For a review and analysis of other regional 
hazards, please see Section Five and Appendix A. 
 
Drought 
Drought has impacted the village over the last several years. Much of the local economy is related 
�W�R���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�Q���E�H���Y�H�U�\���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���L�P�S�D�F�W�H�G���E�\���G�U�R�X�J�K�W�����:�K�L�O�H���Z�D�W�H�U���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H�Q�¶�W��
implemented during this past drought, the village is able to require watering on odd or even days 
if water conservation is necessary. Giltner has investigated drilling additional wells to reduce 
vulnerability, but it is currently not financially feasible without outside grant funding. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action New Municipal Well 

Description & Location 
�&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W���D�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�H�O�O���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���V�X�S�S�O�\���R�I���Z�D�W�H�U�����7�K�L�V��
will help provide water during periods of drought, increases in demand, 
and add additional water for fire protection. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought, Grass/Wildfire 
Estimated Cost $350,00 to $450,000 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 

Status 
New Action. Initial discussions have taken place, but this project will not 
be possible without outside grant funding. 

 
Action Public Awareness/Education 

Description & Location 

Educate staff, residents, businesses, and visitors on their risks to all 
hazards that could impact the community, how to get information and 
emergency notifications, mitigation actions that can be taken, and 
preparedness actions to keep themselves safe. Keeping residents, staff, 
businesses, and visitors informed about hazards that could impact the 
community and opportunities for mitigating risks can help protect public 
health, safety, and welfare. Outreach and education may include but is 
not limited to booths at local events, social media posts, flyers, maps, 
mailings, and in person updates for the local governing body. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $500+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, County Emergency Management 
Status Not Started 
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Flooding 
The last major flooding event to impact the village was in 2019. Heavy rain caused standing water 
in many areas but damage to buildings and infrastructure was minimal. Flooding outside the 
community in nearby areas was a larger concern as it impacted crops and travel. While only a 
small portion of the community is in a flood risk area, stormwater drainage is a concern after 
heavy rains. Areas with poor stormwater drainage include the bank, school, and CPI. Ditch work 
and trenching has been done to help improve water flow in areas. 
 
In 2021, the NRD provided financial assistance to the Villate of Giltner to conduct a drainage 
evaluation which focused on four problem areas within the village. The evaluation identified areas 
of concern, developed alternatives, and cost estimates to address these concerns. The evaluation 
determined that all four areas of concern can be improved and/or upgraded to improve 
drainage/flooding impacts throughout the village. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Stormwater System and Drainage Improvements 

Description & Location 

Undersized systems can contribute to localized flooding. Stormwater 
system improvements, such as pipe upsizing and additional inlets, 
installation of retention and detention facilities can be implemented to 
decrease runoff rates while also decreasing the need for other stormwater 
system improvements. Deepen drainage ditches and clean out culverts. 
Implement actions recommended from the drainage evaluation. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $10,000 �± $100,000 
Local Funding General Budget, Cost Share with NRD 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status New Action. Not Started 

 
Severe Thunderstorms 
NCEI data indicates that the Village of Giltner has experienced 60 severe thunderstorm events 
since 1996. These events have caused over $8 million in property damage, with one event in 
2021 causing $5 million in property damage in and around the community. Giltner utilizes the TV 
station and county cell phone alerts for emergency messaging. In addition, Giltner has a county-
wide mutual aid agreement if additional support was necessary during an emergency. To help 
reduce risks of severe thunderstorms, the village has trimmed trees and done regular 
maintenance to the community center. In the future, the village would like to add a backup 
generator to the community center. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Power and Electrical Distribution Lines 

Description & Location 
Work with local Public Power District to identify vulnerable transmission 
and distribution lines and plan to bury lines underground or retrofit existing 
structures/infrastructure to be less vulnerable to storm events. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism 
and Cyber Security, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost Staff Time 
Local Funding Staff Time 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, Southern Public Power 
Status Not Started 

 
Severe Winter Storms 
Severe winter storms can cause damage to a community by hindering transportation, knocking 
down tree limbs and utility lines, and structurally damaging buildings. In 2007, an ice storm caused 
the village to lose power for several days. Concerns related to severe winter storms include having 
a place for people to go for heat and making sure those on oxygen have that supplied to them. 
The village is responsible for clearing roads and indicated that they have sufficient snow removal 
equipment. In addition, Giltner utilizes a snow fence to help reduce the risk of snow-covered 
roads. The fire hall and a water well are equipped with power back-up generators should a power 
loss occur. The village indicated that they would like a backup generator at the community center. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Civil Service Improvements 

Description & Location 

Improve emergency rescue and response equipment and training by 
providing additional or updating existing emergency response equipment 
�D�Q�G�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���� �7�K�L�V�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �I�L�U�H�� �W�U�X�F�N�V���� �$�7�9�¶�V���� �Z�D�W�H�U��
tanks/truck, etc. This would also include developing backup systems for 
emergency vehicles and identifying and training additional personnel for 
emergency response. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost Varies by Project 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 
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Action Improve Snow / Ice Removal Program 

Description & Location 
Improve snow routes and snow/ice removal procedures. Improvements 
should address plowing snow, ice removal, parking during snow and ice 
removal, and removal of associated storm debris. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Winter Storms 
Estimated Cost $20,000+ 
Local Funding Public Works Budget 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board, Public Works 
Status Not Started 

 
Tornadoes and High Winds 
The primary concern for the planning team is large scale damage to residential and community 
buildings. Although they have a lower probability of occurring, tornadoes can cause high amounts 
of property and crop damage. There have been six tornadoes near Giltner, but none have directly 
hit the village. In July 2021, a high wind event damaged trees, the baseball field fence, the 
basketball court fence, playground equipment, and storage buildings. The Fire Hall recently had 
a safe room added that could be used by some members of the public if needed. However, it is 
not large enough to hold the entire village. In the future, the village would like a safe room at the 
community center. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Backup Generators 

Description & Location 

Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power to redundant 
power supplies, municipal wells, lift stations, and other community lifelines 
and shelters. The village would like a backup generator for the community 
center. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe 
Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $30,000+ per Generator 
Local Funding Public Works Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, County Emergency Management 
Status Not started due to funding. 

 
Removed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Comprehensive City/Village Disaster and Emergency Response Plan 
Description & Location Update comprehensive village disaster and emergency response plan. 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Status The village is part of the Hamilton County Emergency Operations Plan. 

 
Action Enroll in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
Description & Location Participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. 
Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Status The village does not want to participate in the NFIP at this time. 
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Action Training for Response to Train Derailment 

Description & Location 
Provide training for first responders in the event of a train derailment and 
related hazmat incident. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Hazardous Materials Release 
Status This action would be better handled by the fire department. 
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Community Fact Sheet 
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Local Planning Team 
 
Local Planning Team 

Name Title Jurisdiction Round 1 Meeting Round 2 Meeting 

Chris Friesen 
Utility 

Superintendent 
Village of Hampton 

Attended, Materials 
Development 

Attended, Materials 
Development 

Patrick Reisdorff 
Assistant Utility 

Worker 
Village of Hampton 

Materials 
Development 

- 

Tammy 
Vanhousen Clerk/Treasurer Village of Hampton 

Materials 
Development - 

James Parsley Chairman Village of Hampton 
Materials 

Development - 

Dillion 
Bamesbeger 

Board Member Village of Hampton 
Materials 

Development 
- 

 
Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans are living documents and should be updated regularly to ensure 
effectiveness and reflect changes in hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These 
updates are encouraged to occur after every major disaster event, alongside planning document 
updates, before the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants cycle begins, and/or prior to other 
funding opportunity cycles beginning. 
 
The Utility Superintendent, Clerk/Treasurer, and a Board Member will be responsible for reviewing 
and updating this participant profile outside of the five-year update. The Village of Hampton will 
review the plan annually and the public will be notified during public board meetings and using 
social media and website updates. 
 

Capability Assessment 
The �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�H�D�P���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���+�D�P�S�W�R�Q�¶�V���K�D�]�D�U�G���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���E�\���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J��
planning and regulatory capabilities, administrative and technical capabilities, fiscal capabilities, 
and education and outreach capabilities. 
 
Capability Assessment 

Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Planning 
& 

Regulatory 
Capability  

Comprehensive Plan Yes 

Capital Improvements Plan No 

Economic Development Plan No 

Emergency Operations Plan Yes (County) 

Floodplain Management Plan No 

Storm Water Management Plan No 

Zoning Ordinance Yes 

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance Yes 

Floodplain Ordinance Yes 

Building Codes No 

Source Water Protection Plan No 
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Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Water System Emergency Response 
Plan 

Yes 

National Flood Insurance Program Yes 

Community Rating System No 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Administrative 
& 

Technical 
Capability  

Planning Commission Yes 

Floodplain Administrator Yes 

GIS Capabilities No 

Chief Building Official No 

Civil Engineering No 

Grant Manager No 

Mutual Aid Agreement Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Fiscal 
Capability  

1- & 6-Year Plan Yes 

Applied for Grants in the Past Yes 

Awarded a Grant in the Past No 
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific 
Purposes such as Mitigation Projects Yes 

Gas/Electric/Water/Sewer Service 
Fees 

Yes 

Storm Water Service Fees No 

Development Impact Fees No 
General Obligation Revenue or 
Special Tax Bonds Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Education 
& 

Outreach 
Capability  

Local Citizen Groups or Non-Profit 
Organizations Focused on 
Environmental Protection, Emergency 
Preparedness, Access and Functional 
Needs Populations, etc. 

No 

Ongoing Public Education or 
Information Program (e.g., 
Responsible Water Use, Fire Safety, 
Household Preparedness, 
Environmental Education) 

Yes 

Natural Disaster or Safety Related 
School Programs 

No 

StormReady Certification No 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA No 

Other (if any) - 
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Overall Capability 
Capability Limited/Moderate/High 
Financial Resources to Implement Mitigation Projects Limited 
Staff/Expertise to Implement Projects Limited 
Public Support to Implement Projects Moderate 
Time to Devote to Hazard Mitigation Limited 
Ability to Expand and Improve the Identified Capabilities to 
Achieve Mitigation Limited 

 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
Hampton is a member of the NFIP having very recently joined 8/21/2024 �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V��
Floodplain Administrator oversees the commitments and requirements of the NFIP. Any new 
development located in the floodplain must get a floodplain permit that is issued by the community. 
After a flood event, the community implements substantial improvement and substantial damage 
provisions as outlined in the Substation Damage Assessment Handbook from DNR which can be 
found here: 
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDA
Handbook_FINAL.pdf�����7�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�R���Q�R�W���H�[�F�H�H�G���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D��
requirements. Any Letters of Map Change are submitted to FEMA for tracking and incorporation. 
 
The local planning team has stated that Hampton will remain in good standing and continue 
involvement with the NFIP in the future. Currently there are no barriers for the village when running 
the NFIP program because the community recently joined. Additional NFIP information is given 
in the table below. 
 
Village of Hampton NFIP Information 

NFIP Overview 
Floodplain Administrator: Yes 
Is Floodplain Administrator a Certified Floodplain Manager? No 
Is Floodplain Management an Auxiliary Function? Yes 
Date of NFIP Participation: 8/21/2024 
Number of NFIP Policies In-Force: 0 
Total NFIP Premium ($): $0 
Total NFIP Coverage ($): $0 
Number of Claims Paid Out: 0 
Total Amount of Claims Paid Out ($:) 0 
Number of Repetitive Loss Structures: 0 
Number of Severe Repetitive Loss Structures: 0 
Is the Community Currently Suspended from the NFIP? No 
Any Outstanding Compliance Issues? - 
FIRMs Digital or Paper? Digital 

 
Parcel Improvements and Valuation 
The planning team acquired GIS parcel data from the County Assessor to analyze the location, 
number, and value of property improvements (e.g. buildings, garages, sheds etc.) located in the 
100-year and 500-year floodplains at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of 
structures on each parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following 
tables. 
 
  

https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDAHandbook_FINAL.pdf
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDAHandbook_FINAL.pdf
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Parcel Improvements and Value in the 100-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

230 $25,020,610 0 0 0 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 500-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

230 $25,020,610 0 0 0 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 

Plans and Studies 
The Village of Hampton has several planning documents that discuss or relate to hazard 
mitigation. Each plan is listed below along with a short description of how it is integrated with the 
hazard mitigation plan or how it contains hazard mitigation principles. When the village updates 
these planning mechanisms, the local planning team will review the hazard mitigation plan for 
opportunities to incorporate the goals and objectives, risk and vulnerability data, and mitigation 
actions into the update. 
 
Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2020) 
The purpose of the Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to help 
effectively manage wildfires and increase collaboration and communication among organizations 
who manage fire. The CWPP discusses county-specific historical wildfire occurrences and 
impacts, identifies areas most at risk from wildfires, discusses protection capabilities, and 
identifies wildfire mitigation strategies. Wildfire projects and concerns from the 2015 hazard 
mitigation plan were included in the CWPP and wildfire projects in the current hazard mitigation 
plan will be included during the next CWPP update. Projects identified in the CWPP were 
reviewed for inclusion in this community profile. This document is updated every five years. 
 
Comprehensive Plan (2019) 
The comprehensive plan is designed to guide the future actions and growth of the village. It 
specifically discusses floodplain concerns and also directs development away from the floodplain, 
directs housing away from chemical storage facilities, encourages infill development, and 
encourages the elevation of structures located in the floodplain. The is currently no timeline to 
update the comprehensive plan. 
 
Floodplain Ordinance (2019), Zoning Ordinance (2019), Subdivision Ordinance 
(2019) 
�7�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����]�R�Q�L�Q�J���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���V�X�E�G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H���Z�K�H�U�H��
and how development should occur in the future. The hazard mitigation plan has not been 
integrated with these documents. However, the documents discourage development in the 
floodplain, limit population density in the floodplain, restrict the subdivision of land within the 
floodplain, and include the ability to implement water restrictions. There is currently no plan to 
update these documents. 
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Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (2017) 
The Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) establishes standardized 
policies, plans, guidelines, and procedures for emergency resources and governmental entities 
to respond and recover when a disaster event occurs. It contains information regarding direction 
and control, communications and warning, damage assessment, emergency public information, 
evacuation, fire services, health and human services, law enforcement, mass care, protective 
shelters, and resource management. This plan is updated every five years. The hazard mitigation 
plan has not been integrated with this plan. Flooding, dam failure, and mass shelter information 
from the LEOP was used to inform hazard prioritization and community lifelines. 
 
Water System Emergency Response Plan (2021) 
A water system emergency response plan serves as a guideline for water operators and the 
village board to minimize the disruption of normal services to consumers and to provide public 
health protection during an emergency event. The document identifies several natural and 
human-�F�D�X�V�H�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�¶�V�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �7�K�H��
hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated with this plan. 
 

Future Development Trends 
Over the past five years, a new subdivision was added on West B Street on the south side of the 
community, one house was demolished, a daycare started, a new bar/restaurant was added, and 
three lots were added by the Lutheran School. In the next five years, another new daycare and 
bar are planned. 
 
For hazards like drought, extreme heat, severe thunderstorms, severe winter storms, and 
tornadoes and high winds, all new and future developments could be impacted regardless of 
where they are located. According to the local planning team no new development occurred in 
any other known hazard locations. Future development is also not likely to occur in any other 
known hazard locations. 
 

Community Lifelines 
As listed in the following table, each participating jurisdiction identified community lifelines that 
�D�U�H�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O��
during and after a disaster per the FEMA Community Lifelines guidance. The FEMA lifeline 
categories include Safety and Security; Food, Water, and Shelter; Health and Medical; Energy; 
Communication; Transportation; and Hazardous Material Facilities. 
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Village of Hampton Community Lifelines 

Name 
Community Lifeline 

Type 
Generator (G)  

Shelter (S) 
Floodplain 

(Y/N) 
B Street Well �± Hampton Food, Water, Shelter - N 

CVA Country Store - Hampton Food, Water, Shelter - N 
Hampton City Auditorium Food, Water, Shelter S N 

Hampton City Hall Safety and Security - N 
Hampton Fire Department Safety and Security G N 
Hampton Public Schools Other - N 

Lift Station - Hampton Food, Water, Shelter G N 
Lutheran School - Hampton Other - N 
Memorial Hospital �± Aurora* Health and Medical G N 
N 3rd Street Well - Hampton Food, Water, Shelter - N 

Saint Peters Lutheran Church Other - N 
Sub Station - Hampton Energy - N 

United Lutheran Church Other - N 
Wastewater Lagoons - Hampton Food, Water, Shelter - N 

Water Tower - Hampton Food, Water, Shelter - N 
*Located in Aurora 
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Community Lifelines Map
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Hazard Prioritization and Mitigation Strategy 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan evaluates a range of natural and human-caused 
hazards which pose a risk to the counties, communities, and other participants. During the 
planning process, the local planning team prioritized specific hazards of top concern for Hampton 
which required a more nuanced and in-depth discussion of past local events, potential impacts, 
capabilities, and vulnerabilities. The following section expands on the prioritized hazards identified 
by the Village of Hampton. Based on this analysis, the local planning team determined their 
vulnerability to all other hazards to be of low concern. For a review and analysis of other regional 
hazards, please see Section Five and Appendix A. 
 
Drought 
In 2022 and 2023 drought caused some of the �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V���Z�H�O�O�V���W�R���J�H�W���H�O�H�Y�D�W�H�G���Q�L�W�U�D�W�H���O�H�Y�H�O�V����
This caused the village to be down to one operable well. Because of this the village implemented 
water restrictions during the summer. There is currently only one operable well as the nitrate 
levels in the other have not gone down. To help with this issue the village has drilled a test well 
and performed a water study. In the future a new well needs to be drilled. However, high nitrates 
in the area may cause this not to occur. If a new well is not able to be drilled, a transmission line 
from Aurora to Hampton may be needed. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action New Municipal Well 

Description & Location 
Provide a safe backup water supply for the community; replace existing 
wells affected by drought, increase of demand in water, and additional 
water for fire protection. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought, Grass/Wildfire 
Estimated Cost $350,00 to $450,000 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Water Department & City Engineer 
Status In Progress 

 
Action Source Water Contingency Plan 

Description & Location 
Evaluate and locate new sources of groundwater to ensure adequate 
supplies to support the existing community and any additional growth 
which may occur. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought, Grass/Wildfire 
Estimated Cost $5,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status In Progress 
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Action Water System Improvements 

Description & Location 
Upgrade water infrastructure to decrease likelihood of damages and 
improve water system for emergency uses. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought 
Estimated Cost $20,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status In Progress 

 
Action Water Transmission Line 

Description & Location 
Construct a transmission line so the village is able to hook up to the City 
�R�I���$�X�U�R�U�D�¶�V���Z�D�W�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P�� 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought 
Estimated Cost $20,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund, Grants 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Utilities Department 
Status New Action. In Progress. 

 
Flooding 
In 2019, heavy rains on already wet soil caused flooding on the north end of the village. Two 
homes had water in their basements. While the village is not located in any mapped floodplains, 
the 2019 event shows that flooding can still occur in the village. The primary concern related to 
flooding is damage to property. In the future, the village would like to participate in the national 
flood insurance program and put in new culverts on 1st Street and White Blossum Court. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Drainage Study / Stormwater Master Plan 

Description & Location 
Drainage studies can be conducted to identify and prioritize improvements 
to address site specific localized flooding/drainage problems. Stormwater 
master plans can be conducted to perform a community wide evaluation. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $10,000 to $100,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status In Progress 
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Action Enroll in the National Flood Insurance Program 

Description & Location 
Participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. The village plans to 
start the process to enroll in fall of 2019. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost Staff Time 
Local Funding Staff Time 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status In Progress 

 
Action Stormwater System and Drainage Improvements 

Description & Location 

Undersized systems can contribute to localized flooding. Stormwater 
system improvements, such as pipe upsizing and additional inlets, 
installation of retention and detention facilities can be implemented to 
decrease runoff rates while also decreasing the need for other stormwater 
system improvements. New culverts are needed on 1st Street and White 
Blossum Court. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $100,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund, Cost Share with NRD 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status In Progress 

 
Severe Thunderstorms  
The primary concern regarding severe thunderstorms is loss of power from downed power lines, 
tree damage, and damage to public property. Only a small percentage of power lines in Hampton 
are buried and very few community lifelines have hail resistant roofing. This leaves the village 
more vulnerable to loss of power from fallen trees and limbs. In the event of building damage, all 
community facilities are insured. The local planning team reported having weather radios in many 
community lifelines. Hampton would like to install backup generators to the auditorium, city hall, 
and B Street well. The village would also like to perform maintenance on trees in the community. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Emergency Communication 

Description & Location 

Establish an action plan to improve communication between agencies to 
better assist residents and businesses during and following emergencies. 
Establish inner-operable communications. Provide equipment such as 
satellite telephones and radios. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Hazardous Materials 
Release, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism & 
Cyber Security, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $10,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund, Grants 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 
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Action Tree City USA �± Tree Maintenance Program 

Description & Location 

Work to become a Tree City USA through the National Arbor Day 
Foundation in order to receive direction, technical assistance, and public 
education on how to establish a hazardous tree identification and removal 
program in order to limited potential tree damage and damages caused 
by trees in a community when a storm event occurs. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Drought, Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 

 
Severe Winter Storms  
Significant past events include heavy snow in December of 2009 and January 2010. These events 
caused major snow drifts due to gusting winds. The community had to hire additional help to 
remove the snow off the streets. The local planning team is primarily concerned with losing power 
and having the resources (personnel and equipment) to handle a large heavy snow event. The 
village has sufficient resources including a snowplow and payloader to handle most snow events, 
however larger snow events might overwhelm the resources available. Hampton uses snow 
fences to help keep snow off certain streets but would like additional fences installed in other 
areas. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Improve Snow/Ice Removal Program 

Description & Location Continue to revise and improve the snow and ice removal program for 
streets. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Winter Storms 
Estimated Cost $20,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Snow Fences 

Description & Location 
Construct snow fences to protect main transportation routes from 
excessive snow drifting and road closure. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Winter Storms 
Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Street Department 
Status Not Started 
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Tornadoes and High Winds  
NCEI data shows that three tornado events have occurred near Hampton since 1996. However, 
all the damage from the events occurred outside of the village. Hampton recently installed new 
tornado sirens which can be activated by the local fire department. These sirens provide total 
coverage for the community. Hampton does not have a designated community safe room, 
however, there are options available for residents seeking safe shelter. The basement of the fire 
hall can hold people, the new gym at the public school has locker rooms that are reinforced for 
protection, and the Hampton Auditorium is a red cross shelter location. 
 
Completed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Alert Sirens 
Description & Location Replace alert siren at Hampton Lutheran School. 
Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Status Completed 

 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Backup Generators 

Description & Location 
Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power to the City 
Auditorium, City Hall, and B Street Well. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe 
Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $15,000 - $30,000 per generator 
Local Funding General Fund, Grants 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Power, Service, Electrical, and Water Distribution Lines 

Description & Location 

Work with local Public Power District or Electricity Department to identify 
vulnerable transmission and distribution lines and plan to bury lines 
underground or retrofit existing structures/infrastructure to be less 
vulnerable to storm events. Provide looped distribution service and other 
redundancies in the electrical system as a backup power supply in the 
event the primary system is destroyed or fails. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism 
and Cyber Security, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $70,000/mile 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status In Progress 
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All Hazards Actions 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Civil Service Improvements 

Description & Location 

Improve emergency rescue and response equipment and facilities by 
providing additional or updating existing emergency response equipment. 
�7�K�L�V�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �I�L�U�H�� �W�U�X�F�N�V���� �$�7�9�¶�V���� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �W�D�Q�N�V���W�U�X�F�N���� �V�Q�R�Z�� �U�H�P�R�Y�D�O��
equipment, etc. This would also include developing backup systems for 
emergency vehicles and identifying and training additional personnel for 
emergency response. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost Varies 
Local Funding General Fund, Grants 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Continuity Plans 
Description & Location Develop continuity plans for critical community services. 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $15,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, Hamilton County Emergency Management 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Emergency Signage 

Description & Location 
Place signs around community and vulnerable areas to warn of potential 
hazards with an indication of storm shelter locations, evacuation routes or 
safest places to be during an event. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $5,000 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status In Progress 
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Action Public Awareness/Education 

Description & Location 

Educate staff, residents, businesses, and visitors on their risks to all 
hazards that could impact the community, how to get information and 
emergency notifications, mitigation actions that can be taken, and 
preparedness actions to keep themselves safe. Keeping residents, staff, 
businesses, and visitors informed about hazards that could impact the 
community and opportunities for mitigating risks can help protect public 
health, safety, and welfare. Outreach and education may include but is 
not limited to booths at local events, social media posts, flyers, maps, 
mailings, and in person updates for the local governing body. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $500+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Ongoing. Some education is done but more is needed. 

 
Removed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Comprehensive City/Village Disaster and Emergency Response Plan 
Description & Location Update Comprehensive Village Disaster and Emergency Response Plan 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Status The village is part of the Hamilton County Emergency Operations Plan. 

 
Action Education about Continuity Plan 
Description & Location Educate local businesses on the value of continuity planning. 
Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 

Status 
This action would be better handled by Hamilton County Emergency 
Management. 

 
Action Enhanced Codes 

Description & Location 

Promote the use of higher codes and standards, such as the Fortified for 
Safer Living Standard, to provide greater protection for any new 
construction or building retrofits. Provide information related to hail 
resistant building materials to individuals constructing new buildings. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Status The village does not have building codes. 
 

Action First Aid Training 
Description & Location Promote first aid training for all residents. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, 
Hazardous Materials Release, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter 
Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Status The village no longer wishes to pursue this action. 
 

Action Formal Evacuation Plan 

Description & Location 
Establish a plan to effectively evacuate residents during storm events and 
major flooding. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Flooding, Grass Wildfire, Hazardous Materials 
Release, Terrorism and Cyber Security 

Status The village no longer wishes to pursue this action. 
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Action 
Groundwater/Irrigation/Water Conservation Management Plan and 
Practices 

Description & Location 
Establish a plan to reduce total consumption of groundwater resources by 
irrigators of agricultural land across the district. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought 
Status This action would be better handled by the NRD. 

 
Action Shelter In-Place Training/Education 

Description & Location 

Ensure that all community lifelines, businesses, and residents located 
near major transportation corridors and near fixed site chemical facilities 
are aware of how to safely shelter in place in the event of a chemical 
incident. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Hazardous Materials Release 

Status 
This action will already be covered by the Public Awareness and 
Education action. 

 
Action Static Detectors 

Description & Location 
Deploying a static detector at outdoor events can warn of approaching, 
fast moving storms and associated lightning, thus helping officials to 
respond appropriately. This project will be located at the West City Park. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms 
Status The village no longer wishes to pursue this action. 

 
Action Storm Shelter / Safe Rooms 

Description & Location 
Design and construct fully supplied storm shelters and safe rooms in 
highly vulnerable areas such as mobile home parks, campgrounds, 
school, and other areas. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Status This action is not feasible for the village. 

 
Action Training for Response to Train Derailment 

Description & Location 
Provide training for first responders in the event of a train derailment and 
related hazmat incident. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Hazardous Materials Release 
Status This action would be better handled by the fire department. 

 
Action Vehicular Barriers 

Description & Location 
Install vehicular barriers to protect critical facilities and key infrastructure 
where possible. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Terrorism and Cyber Security 
Status The village no longer wishes to pursue this action. 

 
Action Vulnerable Population Database 

Description & Location Develop a database of where vulnerable populations are located and the 
organizations which help support them. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Status The village no longer wishes to pursue this action. 
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Action Weather Radar System Program 

Description & Location 
Provide information from weather radar like the motion, type of 
precipitation, location, and a forecast of movement would be provided. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Flooding, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Tornadoes and 
High Winds 

Status This action is already handled by the National Weather Service. 
 

Action Weather Radios 

Description & Location 
Conduct an inventory of weather radios at schools and other critical 
facilities and provide new radios as needed. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe 
Winter Storms, Tornadoes and High Winds 

Status The village no longer wishes to pursue this action. 
 

Action Windbreaks 

Description & Location 
Installation of windbreaks to increase water storage capacity in soil and 
reduce wind damage. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Status The village no longer wishes to pursue this action. 
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Local Planning Team 
 
Local Planning Team 

Name Title Jurisdiction Round 1 Meeting Round 2 Meeting 

Scott Simonsen 
Clerk / Water 

Commissioner 
Village of Hordville 

Attended, Materials 
Development 

Recording, Materials 
Development 

Rodney Blase Chairman Village of Hordville 
Materials 

Development 
- 

 
Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans are living documents and should be updated regularly to ensure 
effectiveness and reflect changes in hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These 
updates are encouraged to occur after every major disaster event, alongside planning document 
updates, before the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants cycle begins, and/or prior to other 
funding opportunity cycles beginning. 
 
The Chairman, Clerk, and Trustee will be responsible for reviewing and updating this participant 
profile outside of the five-year update. The Village of Hordville will review the plan annually and 
the public will be notified during public board meetings. 
 

Capability Assessment 
The �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�H�D�P���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���+�R�U�G�Y�L�O�O�H�¶�V���K�D�]�D�U�G���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���E�\���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J��
planning and regulatory capabilities, administrative and technical capabilities, fiscal capabilities, 
and education and outreach capabilities. 
 
Capability Assessment 

Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Planning 
& 

Regulatory 
Capability  

Comprehensive Plan Yes 

Capital Improvements Plan No 

Economic Development Plan No 

Emergency Operations Plan Yes (County) 

Floodplain Management Plan No 

Storm Water Management Plan No 

Zoning Ordinance Yes 

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance No 

Floodplain Ordinance No 

Building Codes Yes 

Source Water Protection Plan No 
Water System Emergency Response 
Plan Yes 

National Flood Insurance Program No 

Community Rating System No 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Planning Commission Yes 
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Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Administrative 
& 

Technical 
Capability  

Floodplain Administrator No 

GIS Capabilities No 

Chief Building Official No 

Civil Engineering No 

Grant Manager No 

Mutual Aid Agreement Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Fiscal 
Capability  

1- & 6-Year Plan No 

Applied for Grants in the Past Yes 

Awarded a Grant in the Past Yes 
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific 
Purposes such as Mitigation Projects 

Yes 

Gas/Electric/Water/Sewer Service 
Fees 

Yes 

Storm Water Service Fees No 

Development Impact Fees No 
General Obligation Revenue or 
Special Tax Bonds 

Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Education 
& 

Outreach 
Capability  

Local Citizen Groups or Non-Profit 
Organizations Focused on 
Environmental Protection, Emergency 
Preparedness, Access and Functional 
Needs Populations, etc. 

No 

Ongoing Public Education or 
Information Program (e.g., 
Responsible Water Use, Fire Safety, 
Household Preparedness, 
Environmental Education) 

Yes 

Natural Disaster or Safety Related 
School Programs 

No 

StormReady Certification No 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA No 

Other (if any) - 

 
Overall Capability 

Capability Limited/Moderate/High 
Financial Resources to Implement Mitigation Projects Moderate 
Staff/Expertise to Implement Projects Moderate 
Public Support to Implement Projects High 
Time to Devote to Hazard Mitigation Limited 
Ability to Expand and Improve the Identified Capabilities to 
Achieve Mitigation 

Limited 
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National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
The Village of Hordville does not participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. At this time 
the village is not interested in joining because none of the community is located in a flood risk 
area and flooding has not been an issue in the past. 
 
Village of Hordville NFIP Information 

NFIP Overview 
Floodplain Administrator: No 
Is Floodplain Administrator a Certified Floodplain Manager? - 
Is Floodplain Management an Auxiliary Function? - 
Date of NFIP Participation: - 
Number of NFIP Policies In-Force: - 
Total NFIP Premium ($): - 
Total NFIP Coverage ($): - 
Number of Claims Paid Out: - 
Total Amount of Claims Paid Out ($:) - 
Number of Repetitive Loss Structures:  
Number of Severe Repetitive Loss Structures:  
Is the Community Currently Suspended from the NFIP? No 
Any Outstanding Compliance Issues? - 
FIRMs Digital or Paper? Digital 

 
Parcel Improvements and Valuation 
The planning team acquired GIS parcel data from the County Assessor to analyze the location, 
number, and value of property improvements (e.g. buildings, garages, sheds etc.) located in the 
100-year and 500-year floodplains at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of 
structures on each parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following 
tables. 
 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 100-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

76 $4,995,340 0 0 0 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 500-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

76 $4,995,340 0 0 0 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 

Plans and Studies 
The Village of Hordville has several planning documents that discuss or relate to hazard 
mitigation. Each plan is listed below along with a short description of how it is integrated with the 
hazard mitigation plan or how it contains hazard mitigation principles. When the village updates 
these planning mechanisms, the local planning team will review the hazard mitigation plan for 
opportunities to incorporate the goals and objectives, risk and vulnerability data, and mitigation 
actions into the update. 
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Building Code (2019) 
The building code sets standards for constructed buildings and structures. The village has 
adopted the 2018 International Building Code with no amendments. However, the village board 
can issue a variance if necessary. Enforcement of the code is handled by Hamilton County. 
 
Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (20 20) 
The purpose of the Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to help 
effectively manage wildfires and increase collaboration and communication among organizations 
who manage fire. The CWPP discusses county-specific historical wildfire occurrences and 
impacts, identifies areas most at risk from wildfires, discusses protection capabilities, and 
identifies wildfire mitigation strategies. Wildfire projects and concerns from the 2015 hazard 
mitigation plan were included in the CWPP and wildfire projects in the current hazard mitigation 
plan will be included during the next CWPP update. Projects identified in the CWPP were 
reviewed for inclusion in this community profile. This document is updated every five years. 
 
Comprehensive Plan (2019) 
The comprehensive plan is designed to guide the future actions and growth of the village. The 
hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated with it, but it does direct housing away from 
chemical storage facilities and directs housing and vulnerable populations away from major 
transportation routes. There is currently no timeline to update the comprehensive plan. 
 
Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (2017) 
The Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) establishes standardized 
policies, plans, guidelines, and procedures for emergency resources and governmental entities 
to respond and recover when a disaster event occurs. It contains information regarding direction 
and control, communications and warning, damage assessment, emergency public information, 
evacuation, fire services, health and human services, law enforcement, mass care, protective 
shelters, and resource management. This plan is updated every five years. The hazard mitigation 
plan has not been integrated with this plan. Flooding, dam failure, and mass shelter information 
from the LEOP was used to inform hazard prioritization and community lifelines. 
 
Water System Emergency Response Plan (2024) 
A water system emergency response plan serves as a guideline for water operators and village 
board to minimize the disruption of normal services to consumers and to provide public health 
protection during an emergency event. The document identifies several natural and human-
�F�D�X�V�H�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�¶�V�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �7�K�H�� �K�D�]�D�U�G��
mitigation plan has not been integrated with this plan. The water system emergency response 
plan is reviewed and updated annually. 
 
Zoning Ordinance (2019) 
�7�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���]�R�Q�L�Q�J���R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���R�F�F�X�U���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H����
The hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated with this document and it does not contain 
hazard mitigation principles. 
 

Future Development Trends 
Over the past five years, there have been no significant developments or changes within the 
village. In the next five years, there are currently no planned housing, commercial, or industrial 
developments. For hazards like drought, extreme heat, severe thunderstorms, severe winter 
storms, and tornadoes and high winds, all new and future developments could be impacted 



Section Eight | Village of Hordville Community Profile 

82  Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan | 2024 

regardless of where they are located. According to the local planning team any future 
development is not likely to occur in any other known hazard locations. 
 

Community Lifelines 
As listed in the following table, each participating jurisdiction identified community lifelines that 
�D�U�H�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O��
during and after a disaster per the FEMA Community Lifelines guidance. The FEMA lifeline 
categories include Safety and Security; Food, Water, and Shelter; Health and Medical; Energy; 
Communication; Transportation; and Hazardous Material Facilities. 

 
Village of Hordville Community Lifelines 

Name 
Community Lifeline 

Type 
Generator (G)  

Shelter (S) 
Floodplain 

(Y/N) 
Church - Hordville Other - N 
First State Bank Other - N 

Fridhem Lutheran Church Other - N 
Gas Station - Hordville Energy - N 

Grader Storage - Hordville Transportation - N 
Hordville Event Center Safety and Security - N 

Hordville Fire Barn Safety and Security - N 
Hordville Village Hall Safety and Security S N 
Post Office - Hordville Communications - N 

Sewage Lagoon - Hordville Food, Water, Shelter - N 
Water Tower - Hordville Food, Water, Shelter - N 

Well House and Well - Hordville Food, Water, Shelter G N 
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Community Lifelines Map
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Hazard Prioritization and Mitigation Strategy 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan evaluates a range of natural and human-caused 
hazards which pose a risk to the counties, communities, and other participants. During the 
planning process, the local planning team prioritized specific hazards of top concern for Hordville 
which required a more nuanced and in-depth discussion of past local events, potential impacts, 
capabilities, and vulnerabilities. The following section expands on the prioritized hazards identified 
by the Village of Hordville. Based on this analysis, the local planning team determined their 
vulnerability to all other hazards to be of low concern. For a review and analysis of other regional 
hazards, please see Section Five and Appendix A. 
 
Agricultural Animal & Plant Disease  
The primary concern related to agricultural disease is the impact that it could have on the 
surrounding agricultural community and the local economy. The agricultural sector is a major 
employer in the community with a large portion of residents working in that sector. If a large 
agricultural disease outbreak were to occur, it would negatively impact nearly every resident in 
the community. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Public Awareness/Education 

Description & Location 

Educate staff, residents, businesses, and visitors on their risks to all 
hazards that could impact the community, how to get information and 
emergency notifications, mitigation actions that can be taken, and 
preparedness actions to keep themselves safe. Keeping residents, staff, 
businesses, and visitors informed about hazards that could impact the 
community and opportunities for mitigating risks can help protect public 
health, safety, and welfare. Outreach and education may include but is 
not limited to booths at local events, social media posts, flyers, maps, 
mailings, and in person updates for the local governing body. The village 
board has had the NWS come in and give a presentation to the 
community. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $500+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 

Status 
Ongoing. The village board has the NWS come in and give a presentation 
to the community. Additional education is still needed. 

 
Drought  
Drought is a concern for the community as it can impact both the agricultural sector as well as the 
village water supply. Currently, the village wells have good water quality with no nitrate issues 
and water levels are adequate for the village. However, if a long-term drought were to occur, water 
levels would likely drop and could threaten the water supply. To help monitor drought, the village 
regularly takes water level readings. Water restrictions can be implemented, however, that has 
not been needed in the past. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Water Distribution Lines 

Description & Location 
The water main infrastructure on Main Street needs to be replaced with 
plastic piping. The plan is to update the infrastructure when the asphalt is 
replaced. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought 
Estimated Cost $30,000 - $40,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Ongoing. Water lines are replaced when streets are updated. 

 
Action Wellhead Protection Plan 

Description & Location 
Work with rural water to create a wellhead protection plant to prevent 
contamination of water supplies in the area. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought 
Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 1-2 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status In Progress 

 
Severe Winter Storms  
In 2006 the village experienced a long-term loss of power from an ice storm. The local planning 
team indicated that the village has routed power from north to south. The Village Hall is an 
identified shelter location; however, it does not have a backup source of power. The county 
handles the snow removal for the community. Typically, this is sufficient, however, a large snow 
event may cause prolonged road closures as county has a large area to cover. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
See the Backup Generators action below. 
 
Tornadoes and High Winds  
NCEI data shows that Hordville has experienced one tornado near the community since 1996. 
The F1 tornado occurred in 2001 and did not cause any property damage. The village maintains 
two off-site repositories for securing municipal back-up information if the village records are lost 
or damaged. The local planning team also indicated there is no tornado safe room in the 
community but approximately 90% of houses have basements. The warning siren for the village 
has a generator which is tied to the well. Back-up power generators for the fire barn and sewer 
lagoon are still needed, but the lift stations do have back-up generators. The village purchased 
weather-radios a few years ago for several community lifelines. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Backup Generators 

Description & Location 
Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power to the village fire 
barn, village hall, and sewer lagoon. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe 
Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $15,000 - $30,000 per generator 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, Fire Department 

Status 
Planning Stage. Currently working with the fire department for a generator 
at the fire barn. 

 
Other Hazard Actions 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Formal Evacuation Plan 

Description & Location 
Establish a plan to effectively evacuate residents during storm events and 
major flooding. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Hazardous Materials 
Release, Terrorism and Cyber Security 

Estimated Cost $2,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, County Emergency Management 

Status 
Planning Stage. Some discussions have been done with the fire 
department. 

 
Action Training for Response to Train Derailment 

Description & Location 
Provide training for first responders in the event of a train derailment and 
related hazmat incident. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Hazardous Materials Release 
Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Fire Department, Village Board 
Status Not Started 
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Community Fact Sheet 
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Local Planning Team 
 
Local Planning Team 

Name Title Jurisdiction Round 1 Meeting Round 2 Meeting 

Melissa Rankin Clerk Village of Marquette 
Recording, Materials 

Development 
Materials 

Development 

Rich Archer Chair Village of Marquette - 
Attended, Materials 

Development 

Ruby Skidmore Co-Chair Village of Marquette - 
Materials 

Development 
 
Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans are living documents and should be updated regularly to ensure 
effectiveness and reflect changes in hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These 
updates are encouraged to occur after every major disaster event, alongside planning document 
updates, before the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants cycle begins, and/or prior to other 
funding opportunity cycles beginning. 
 
The Chair, Co-Chair, and Clerk will be responsible for reviewing and updating this participant 
profile outside of the five-year update. The Village of Marquette will review the plan annually and 
the public will be notified during a village board meeting. 
 

Capability Assessment 
The �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�H�D�P���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���0�D�U�T�X�H�W�W�H�¶�V���K�D�]�D�U�G���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���E�\ reviewing 
planning and regulatory capabilities, administrative and technical capabilities, fiscal capabilities, 
and education and outreach capabilities. 
 
Capability Assessment 

Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Planning 
& 

Regulatory 
Capability  

Comprehensive Plan Yes 

Capital Improvements Plan Yes 

Economic Development Plan No 

Emergency Operations Plan Yes (County) 

Floodplain Management Plan No 

Storm Water Management Plan No 

Zoning Ordinance Yes 

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance Yes 

Floodplain Ordinance Yes 

Building Codes No 

Source Water Protection Plan Yes 
Water System Emergency Response 
Plan 

Yes 

National Flood Insurance Program No 

Community Rating System No 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan Yes 

Other (if any) - 
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Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Administrative 
& 

Technical 
Capability  

Planning Commission Yes 

Floodplain Administrator Yes 

GIS Capabilities No 

Chief Building Official No 

Civil Engineering Yes (Contractor) 

Grant Manager No 

Mutual Aid Agreement Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Fiscal 
Capability  

1- & 6-Year Plan Yes 

Applied for Grants in the Past Yes 

Awarded a Grant in the Past Yes 
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific 
Purposes such as Mitigation Projects 

Yes 

Gas/Electric/Water/Sewer Service 
Fees 

Yes 

Storm Water Service Fees No 

Development Impact Fees No 
General Obligation Revenue or 
Special Tax Bonds 

Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Education 
& 

Outreach 
Capability  

Local Citizen Groups or Non-Profit 
Organizations Focused on 
Environmental Protection, Emergency 
Preparedness, Access and Functional 
Needs Populations, etc. 

Yes 

Ongoing Public Education or 
Information Program (e.g., 
Responsible Water Use, Fire Safety, 
Household Preparedness, 
Environmental Education) 

Yes 

Natural Disaster or Safety Related 
School Programs 

No 

StormReady Certification No 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA No 

Other (if any) - 

 
Overall Capability 

Capability Limited/Moderate/High 
Financial Resources to Implement Mitigation Projects Moderate 
Staff/Expertise to Implement Projects Moderate 
Public Support to Implement Projects High 
Time to Devote to Hazard Mitigation Moderate 
Ability to Expand and Improve the Identified Capabilities to 
Achieve Mitigation 

Moderate 
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National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
Marquette is a �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �1�)�,�3�� �K�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �M�R�L�Q�H�G�� �������������������� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V�� �)�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q��
Administrator oversees the commitments and requirements of the NFIP. The village does not 
have a floodplain permitting process because there are no 1% annual flood risk or 0.2% annual 
flood risk areas within the village or its extraterritorial jurisdiction. After a flood event, the 
community implements substantial improvement and substantial damage provisions as outlined 
in the Substation Damage Assessment Handbook from DNR, which can be found here: 
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDA
Handbook_FINAL.pdf�����7�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�R���Q�R�W���H�[�F�H�H�G���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D��
requirements. Any Letters of Map Change are submitted to FEMA for tracking and incorporation. 
 
The local planning team has stated that Marquette will remain in good standing and continue 
involvement with the NFIP in the future. Currently there are no barriers for the village when running 
the NFIP program. There are no known areas in the community with limited NFIP coverage. 
Additional NFIP information is given in the table below. 
 
Village of Marquette NFIP Information 

NFIP Overview 
Floodplain Administrator: Yes 
Is Floodplain Administrator a Certified Floodplain Manager? Yes 
Is Floodplain Management an Auxiliary Function? Yes 
Date of NFIP Participation: 4/24/2020 
Number of NFIP Policies In-Force: - 
Total NFIP Premium ($): - 
Total NFIP Coverage ($): - 
Number of Claims Paid Out: - 
Total Amount of Claims Paid Out ($:) - 
Number of Repetitive Loss Structures: 0 
Number of Severe Repetitive Loss Structures: 0 
Is the Community Currently Suspended from the NFIP? No 
Any Outstanding Compliance Issues? No 
FIRMs Digital or Paper? Digital 

 
Parcel Improvements and Valuation 
The planning team acquired GIS parcel data from the County Assessor to analyze the location, 
number, and value of property improvements (e.g. buildings, garages, sheds etc.) located in the 
100-year and 500-year floodplains at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of 
structures on each parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following 
tables. 
 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 100-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

125 $7,605,705 0 0 0 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 
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Parcel Improvements and Value in the 500-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

125 $7,605,705 0 0 0 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 

Plans and Studies 
The Village of Marquette has several planning documents that discuss or relate to hazard 
mitigation. Each plan is listed below along with a short description of how it is integrated with the 
hazard mitigation plan or how it contains hazard mitigation principles. When the village updates 
these planning mechanisms, the local planning team will review the hazard mitigation plan for 
opportunities to incorporate the goals and objectives, risk and vulnerability data, and mitigation 
actions into the update. 
 
Capital Improvements Plan (2024) 
The capital improvements plan outlines projects the village would like to pursue and provides a 
planning schedule and financing options. Projects include drainage improvements and installing 
water meters. The hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated into the capital improvements 
plan. Projects from the capital improvements plan are reviewed for inclusion in the hazard 
mitigation plan. 
 
Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2020) 
The purpose of the Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to help 
effectively manage wildfires and increase collaboration and communication among organizations 
who manage fire. The CWPP discusses county-specific historical wildfire occurrences and 
impacts, identifies areas most at risk from wildfires, discusses protection capabilities, and 
identifies wildfire mitigation strategies. Wildfire projects and concerns from the 2015 hazard 
mitigation plan were included in the CWPP and wildfire projects in the current hazard mitigation 
plan will be included during the next CWPP update. Projects identified in the CWPP were 
reviewed for inclusion in this community profile. This document is updated every five years. 
 
Comprehensive Plan 
The comprehensive plan is designed to guide the future actions and growth of the village. The 
hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated with it, but it does identify areas that need 
emergency shelters. There is currently no timeline to update the comprehensive plan. 
 
Floodplain Ordinance (2019), Zoning Ordinance (2019), Subdivision Ordinance 
(2019) 
�7�K�H�� �Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V��floodplain ordinance, zoning ordinance, and subdivision ordinance outline where 
and how development should occur in the future. The hazard mitigation plan has not been 
integrated with these documents. However, the documents discourage development in the 
floodplain. There is no timeframe to update these documents. 
 
Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (2017) 
The Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) establishes standardized 
policies, plans, guidelines, and procedures for emergency resources and governmental entities 
to respond and recover when a disaster event occurs. It contains information regarding direction 
and control, communications and warning, damage assessment, emergency public information, 
evacuation, fire services, health and human services, law enforcement, mass care, protective 
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shelters, and resource management. This plan is updated every five years. The hazard mitigation 
plan has not been integrated with this plan. Flooding, dam failure, and mass shelter information 
from the LEOP was used to inform hazard prioritization and community lifelines. 
 
Water System Emergency Response Plan (2023) 
A water system emergency response plan serves as a guideline for water operators and village 
officials to minimize the disruption of normal services to consumers and to provide public health 
protection during an emergency event. The document identifies several natural and human-
�F�D�X�V�H�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�¶�V�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �7�K�H�� �K�D�]�D�U�G��
mitigation plan has not been integrated with this plan. 
 
Wellhead Protection Plan 
The purpose of wellhead protection plans is to protect the public drinking water supply wells from 
contamination. It includes identifying potential sources of groundwater contamination in the area 
and managing the potential contaminant sources. The wellhead protection plan has not been 
integrated with the hazard mitigation plan. 
 

Future Development Trends 
Over the past five years, there have been no significant developments or changes within the 
village. In the next five years, there are currently no planned housing, commercial, or industrial 
developments. For hazards like drought, extreme heat, severe thunderstorms, severe winter 
storms, and tornadoes and high winds, all new and future developments could be impacted 
regardless of where they are located. According to the local planning team any future 
development is not likely to occur in any other known hazard locations. 
 

Community Lifelines 
As listed in the following table, each participating jurisdiction identified community lifelines that 
�D�U�H�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O��
during and after a disaster per the FEMA Community Lifelines guidance. The FEMA lifeline 
categories include Safety and Security; Food, Water, and Shelter; Health and Medical; Energy; 
Communication; Transportation; and Hazardous Material Facilities. 

 
Village of Marquette Community Lifelines 

Name Community Lifeline 
Type 

Generator (G)  
Shelter (S) 

Floodplain 
(Y/N) 

Hamilton County Shop - Marquette Safety and Security - N 
Marquette Fire Department / Community 

Hall 
Safety and Security G,S N 

Marquette Maintenance Shop Safety and Security - N 
Sewer Lift Station - Marquette Food, Water, Shelter G N 

Wastewater Lagoon - Marquette Food, Water, Shelter - N 
Water Tower - Marquette Food, Water, Shelter - N 
Water Well #1 - Marquette Food, Water, Shelter G N 
Water Well #2 - Marquette Food, Water, Shelter G N 
Water Well #3 - Marquette Food, Water, Shelter G N 
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Community Lifelines Map 
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Hazard Prioritization and Mitigation Strategy 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan evaluates a range of natural and human-caused 
hazards which pose a risk to the counties, communities, and other participants. During the 
planning process, the local planning team prioritized specific hazards of top concern for Marquette 
which required a more nuanced and in-depth discussion of past local events, potential impacts, 
capabilities, and vulnerabilities. The following section expands on the prioritized hazards identified 
by the Village of Marquette. Based on this analysis, the local planning team determined their 
vulnerability to all other hazards to be of low concern. For a review and analysis of other regional 
hazards, please see Section Five and Appendix A. 
 
Drought  
The primary concern for the community as it relates to drought is running out of drinking water. 
The fire department also indicated that a drought event could also lead to a lack of water for fire 
prevention/fighting. The village has two wells that run alternately at a depth of 175 feet. Water 
supervisors check the well level, and every home and business have a water meter to track water 
consumption. The local planning team indicated that the wells drop to a low level unless there is 
above average rainfall. Once the wells drop to a low level, the village can place water usage 
restrictions for lawns and car washing. This has occurred during past drought events. Most village 
residents are aware of water conservation and do what is necessary to limit use. In the event of 
a prolonged drought where the village water supply is extremely low, water will be trucked in for 
household uses.  
 
Completed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Monitor Water Supply 

Description & Location 
Establish a system/process for monitoring municipal water supplies. This 
could include but is not limited to establishing timeframes for measuring 
well depths and increasing stream flow monitoring. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought 
Status Marquette is able to check water flow and depth on a daily basis. 

 
Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action �%�H�V�W���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���3�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�����%�0�3�¶�V�� 

Description & Location 
Implement BMPs to reduce water consumption and use (high water use 
to low water use) through water conservation practices such as education 
and use of xeriscaping. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought 
Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 
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Action Establish Formal Drought Response Protocols 

Description & Location 

Establish a response protocol for times of drought. This may include, but 
is not limited to lawn watering restrictions, requirements for water 
intensive businesses (i.e. car washes, golf courses, etc.), responses for 
local facilities (swimming pools, public fountains, etc.). 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought 
Estimated Cost $2,500+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board, Water Commissioner, Village Clerk 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Source Water Contingency Plan 

Description & Location 
Evaluate and locate new sources of groundwater. Install a new well 
outside of the community that can be deeper than the current well. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Drought, Grass/Wildfire 
Estimated Cost $5,000+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started. 

 
Extreme Heat  
The local planning team is primarily concerned with extreme heat and high humidity affecting 
older residents. Marquette experiences several high heat and high humidity days every year. Past 
events have caused power outages due to the increased demand from irrigation wells and 
residential home usage. Should a power outage occur, the fire department and neighbors are all 
available to check on vulnerable individuals to help them in any way possible. The community hall 
can serve as a cooling center for community members and has a backup generator in the event 
of power loss. 
 
Completed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Event Cancelation 

Description & Location 
Develop event cancelation notification procedures during extreme heat 
events. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Extreme Heat 
Status The village now uses Facebook for event cancellation communication. 
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Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Construct Cooling Stations 

Description & Location 

Develop or designate cooling stations for community members. Work with 
the public to maintain a list of sites available for public use during extreme 
heat events. These sites should be available 24 hours per day or be made 
available after normal business hours. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Extreme Heat 
Estimated Cost  Staff Time 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 

Status 
Not Started. The village continues to work on funding to help make this 
possible. 

 
Grass/Wildfires  
The Marquette Fire Department of 15 members responds to several wildfires every year. Past 
wildfires have not directly impacted the community other than poor air quality. The primary 
concerns related to grass/wildfires are dead trees in shelter belts close to homes, stacks of hay 
bales, and access to properties along the river. Property owners are not required to have 
defensible space around structures; however, the fire department does educate landowners on 
what should be done. Unfortunately, this does not result in any changes being made. 
 
Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Fire Wise Defensible Space 

Description & Location 

Work with the Nebraska Forest Service and US Forest Service to become 
a Fire Wise Communities/USA participant. Develop a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan. Train landowners about creating defensible space. Enact 
ordinances and building codes to increase defensible space, improve 
building materials to reduce structure ignitability, and increase access to 
structures by responders. Develop and implement brush and fuel thinning 
projects. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Grass/Wildfire 
Estimated Cost $20,000 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Marquette Rural Fire, Village Board 
Status Not Started 

 
Severe Thunderstorms  
�7�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q��related to severe thunderstorms is the potential loss of power and 
damage from falling trees and hail. A large hail event occurred on May 1st, 2018, when hail 
damaged 75% of housing, trees, and vehicles in the community. The village has a storm shelter 
located in the Fire Barn/Community Hall. According to the local planning team, only two homes 
have buried power lines with the rest being above ground. The power company removes many 
hazardous trees in the village; however, there are still several trees which need to be removed. If 
a severe thunderstorm event should damage a village owned structure, the village has insurance 
policies to help minimize the impact. 
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Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Power, Service, Electrical, and Water Distribution Lines 

Description & Location 

Jurisdictions can update/improve water distribution system. This may 
include but is not limited to identifying and replacing leaky pipes, assisting 
homeowners in identifying inefficiencies, and transitioning to smart 
irrigations systems. Provide looped distribution service and other 
redundancies in the electrical system as a backup power supply in the 
event the primary system is destroyed or fails. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Drought, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe 
Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost  $50,000+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, Water Commissioner, Village Clerk 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Tree City USA �± Tree Maintenance Program 

Description & Location 

Work to become a Tree City USA through the National Arbor Day 
Foundation to receive direction, technical assistance, and public 
education on how to establish a hazardous tree identification and removal 
program in order to limited potential tree damage and damages caused 
by trees in a community when a storm event occurs. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Marquette Improvement Committee 
Status In Progress. Some trees have been cleared but there are still mor to do. 

 
Severe Winter Storms  
Severe winter storms are an annual occurrence for Marquette. To remove snow, the village has 
a tractor with a blade which the village maintenance person uses. In mild snows, these resources 
are sufficient but in large snow events it is not. Marquette does not use snow fences and does 
not plan to use them in the future. In the past the village did have snow fences but quit using them 
several years ago as they caused more problems than they solved. In the future the village would 
like to have large equipment to remove large amounts of snow. 
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Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Improve Snow / Ice Removal Program 

Description & Location 

As needed, continue to revise and improve the snow and ice removal 
program for streets. Revisions should address situations such as plowing 
snow, ice removal, parking during snow and ice removal, and removal of 
associated storm debris. This would include equipment that is needed and 
paving routes. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Winter Storms 
Estimated Cost $10,000+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board, Public Works Commissioner 
Status Not Started 

 
Tornadoes and High Winds  
NCEI data indicates that four tornadoes have occurred near Marquette since 1996. Only one of 
those tornadoes crossed the community, but it caused very little damage. In addition to these four 
events, the local planning team indicated that an additional tornado occurred in rural areas nearby 
in 2004. The event destroyed a mobile home which was located one mile east of Marquette. The 
village has a warning siren which is located on the water tower. The siren is battery operated and 
�F�D�Q���E�H���D�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�K�H�U�L�I�I�¶�V���R�I�I�L�F�H�����I�L�U�H���F�K�L�H�I�� or the village by remote control. The village also 
has a certified tornado shelter in the Community Hall/Fire Department Building. The community 
posts siren warnings and severe weather warnings in all the water bills. They also host an open 
house which provides educational materials to community members at the beginning of spring. 
 
Completed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Alert Sirens 

Description & Location 
Perform an evaluation of existing alert sirens to determine which sirens 
should be replaced, or to inform the placement of new sirens. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Status A new siren was installed in March 2024. 

 
Action Backup Generators 

Description & Location 
Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power to redundant 
power supplies, municipal wells, lift stations, and other community lifelines 
and shelters. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe 
Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Status A generator was installed for the community hall. 
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Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Backup Municipal Records 
Description & Location Develop protocol for backup of critical municipal records. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe 
Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost  $100+ for External Hard Drive 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Clerk 

Status 
Not Started. Currently looking for funds to cover the cost of protecting 
village maps. 

 
Action Storm Shelter / Safe Rooms 

Description & Location 

Establish a community safe room or safe areas for residents living in 
vulnerable structures/locations. Design and construct storm shelters and 
safe rooms in highly vulnerable areas such as mobile home parks, 
campgrounds, school, and other areas. A larger storm shelter to fit more 
people is needed. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Estimated Cost $250-300 per Square Foot 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started. 

 
Action Surge Protectors 

Description & Location 
Purchase and install surge protectors on sensitive equipment in critical 
facilities. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Estimated Cost  $25 per Unit 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status In Progress. The village has several but plans to purchase more. 

 
Other Hazard Actions 
 
Completed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Enroll in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
Description & Location Participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Status Enrolled in the NFIP on 4/24/2020. 
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Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Stormwater System and Drainage Improvements 

Description & Location 
The village needs to replace and add culverts around the community. 
There are several culverts that need to be cleaned out, replaced, or 
upgraded. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $10,000 - $100,000+ 
Local Funding General Budget, Cost Share with NRD 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 

 
All Hazards Actions 
 
Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Civil Service Improvements 

Description & Location 

Improve emergency rescue and response equipment and facilities by 
providing additional or updating existing emergency response equipment. 
�7�K�L�V�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �I�L�U�H�� �W�U�X�F�N�V���� �$�7�9�¶�V���� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �W�D�Q�N�V���W�U�X�F�N���� �V�Q�R�Z�� �U�H�P�R�Y�D�O��
equipment, etc. This would also include developing backup systems for 
emergency vehicles and identifying and training additional personnel for 
emergency response. Marquette would like a bigger truck to remove 
snow. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost  Varies 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, Rural Fire Department 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Emergency Communication 

Description & Location 
Establish an action plan to improve communication between agencies to 
better assist residents and businesses during and following emergencies. 
Establish inner-operable communications. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $1,000+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 
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Action Intergovernmental Support 

Description & Location 
Support other local governmental entities, such as fire departments, 
schools, and townships in the identification and pursuit of mitigation 
actions. Establish mutual aid agreements with neighboring jurisdictions. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost Staff Time 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 

Status 
Ongoing. The village communicates with other communities to help or ask 
for help. 

 
Action Public Awareness/Education 

Description & Location 

Educate staff, residents, businesses, and visitors on their risks to all 
hazards that could impact the community, how to get information and 
emergency notifications, mitigation actions that can be taken, and 
preparedness actions to keep themselves safe. Keeping residents, staff, 
businesses, and visitors informed about hazards that could impact the 
community and opportunities for mitigating risks can help protect public 
health, safety, and welfare. Outreach and education may include but is 
not limited to booths at local events, social media posts, flyers, maps, 
mailings, and in person updates for the local governing body. Educate 
residents on response and rescue plans for all hazard types. Work to 
develop and distribute educational materials related to drought and 
drought impacts. Improve and/or develop a program to conserve water 
use by citizens during elongated periods of drought.  Potential restrictions 
on water could include limitations on lawn watering, car washing, or water 
sold to outside sources. Work with DNR on farm irrigation restrictions. 
Implement a tornado safety program. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $500+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, Black Hills Energy 
Status Not Started 

 
Action Update Comprehensive Plan 

Description & Location 
Update comprehensive plan. Integrate plan with Hazard Mitigation Plan 
components.  

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $10,000+ 
Local Funding General Budget 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 
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Community Fact Sheet 
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Local Planning Team 
 
Local Planning Team 

Name Title Jurisdiction Round 1 Meeting Round 2 Meeting 

Jim Crawford Board Chair Village of Phillips 
Attended, Materials 

Development 
Recording, Materials 

Development 

Scott Hooley Water Operator Village of Phillips Attended 
Recording, Materials 

Development 
 
Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans are living documents and should be updated regularly to ensure 
effectiveness and reflect changes in hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These 
updates are encouraged to occur after every major disaster event, alongside planning document 
updates, before the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants cycle begins, and/or prior to other 
funding opportunity cycles beginning. 
 
The Maintenance Department and Village Board will be responsible for reviewing and updating 
this participant profile outside of the five-year update. The Village of Phillips will review the plan 
annually and the public will be notified using updates to the village website, letters, and during 
monthly board meetings. 
 

Capability Assessment 
The �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�H�D�P�� �D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �3�K�L�O�O�L�S�V�¶�� �K�D�]�D�U�G���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �E�\�� �U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J��
planning and regulatory capabilities, administrative and technical capabilities, fiscal capabilities, 
and education and outreach capabilities. 
 
Capability Assessment 

Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Planning 
& 

Regulatory 
Capability  

Comprehensive Plan Yes 

Capital Improvements Plan Yes 

Economic Development Plan No 

Emergency Operations Plan Yes (County) 

Floodplain Management Plan No 

Storm Water Management Plan No 

Zoning Ordinance Yes 

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance No 

Floodplain Ordinance No 

Building Codes Yes (County) 

Source Water Protection Plan Yes 
Water System Emergency Response 
Plan 

Yes 

National Flood Insurance Program No 

Community Rating System No 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan Yes 

Other (if any) - 
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Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Administrative 
& 

Technical 
Capability  

Planning Commission Yes 

Floodplain Administrator No 

GIS Capabilities No 

Chief Building Official No 

Civil Engineering Yes 

Grant Manager No 

Mutual Aid Agreement Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Fiscal 
Capability  

1- & 6-Year Plan Yes 

Applied for Grants in the Past Yes 

Awarded a Grant in the Past Yes 
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific 
Purposes such as Mitigation Projects 

Yes 

Gas/Electric/Water/Sewer Service 
Fees 

Yes 

Storm Water Service Fees No 

Development Impact Fees No 
General Obligation Revenue or 
Special Tax Bonds 

Yes 

Other (if any) - 

Education 
& 

Outreach 
Capability  

Local Citizen Groups or Non-Profit 
Organizations Focused on 
Environmental Protection, Emergency 
Preparedness, Access and Functional 
Needs Populations, etc. 

Yes 

Ongoing Public Education or 
Information Program (e.g., 
Responsible Water Use, Fire Safety, 
Household Preparedness, 
Environmental Education) 

Yes 

Natural Disaster or Safety Related 
School Programs 

No 

StormReady Certification No 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA No 

Other (if any) - 

 
Overall Capability 

Capability Limited/Moderate/High 
Financial Resources to Implement Mitigation Projects Limited 
Staff/Expertise to Implement Projects Moderate 
Public Support to Implement Projects Moderate 
Time to Devote to Hazard Mitigation Limited 
Ability to Expand and Improve the Identified Capabilities to 
Achieve Mitigation 

Moderate 
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National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
The Village of Phillips does not participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. Currently, 
the village is not interested in joining the program because the community is not located in a flood 
risk area and flooding rarely occurs. 
 
Village of Phillips NFIP Information 

NFIP Overview 
Floodplain Administrator: No 
Is Floodplain Administrator a Certified Floodplain Manager? - 
Is Floodplain Management an Auxiliary Function? - 
Date of NFIP Participation: - 
Number of NFIP Policies In-Force: - 
Total NFIP Premium ($): - 
Total NFIP Coverage ($): - 
Number of Claims Paid Out: - 
Total Amount of Claims Paid Out ($:) - 
Number of Repetitive Loss Structures:  
Number of Severe Repetitive Loss Structures:  
Is the Community Currently Suspended from the NFIP? No 
Any Outstanding Compliance Issues? - 
FIRMs Digital or Paper? Digital 

 
Parcel Improvements and Valuation 
The planning team acquired GIS parcel data from the County Assessor to analyze the location, 
number, and value of property improvements (e.g. buildings, garages, sheds etc.) located in the 
100-year and 500-year floodplains at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of 
structures on each parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following 
tables. 
 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 100-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

195 $22,595,830 0 0 0 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 500-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

195 $22,595,830 0 0 0 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 

Plans and Studies 
The Village of Phillips has several planning documents that discuss or relate to hazard mitigation. 
Each plan is listed below along with a short description of how it is integrated with the hazard 
mitigation plan or how it contains hazard mitigation principles. When the village updates these 
planning mechanisms, the local planning team will review the hazard mitigation plan for 
opportunities to incorporate the goals and objectives, risk and vulnerability data, and mitigation 
actions into the update. 
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Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2020) 
The purpose of the Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to help 
effectively manage wildfires and increase collaboration and communication among organizations 
who manage fire. The CWPP discusses county-specific historical wildfire occurrences and 
impacts, identifies areas most at risk from wildfires, discusses protection capabilities, and 
identifies wildfire mitigation strategies. Wildfire projects and concerns from the 2015 hazard 
mitigation plan were included in the CWPP and wildfire projects in the current hazard mitigation 
plan will be included during the next CWPP update. Projects identified in the CWPP were 
reviewed for inclusion in this community profile. This document is updated every five years. 
 
Comprehensive Plan (2017) 
The comprehensive plan is designed to guide the future actions and growth of the village. The 
hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated into this plan. However, the comprehensive plan 
directs development away from the floodplain and directs housing and vulnerable populations 
away from major transportation routes. There is currently no timeline to update the comprehensive 
plan. 
 
Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (2017) 
The Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) establishes standardized 
policies, plans, guidelines, and procedures for emergency resources and governmental entities 
to respond and recover when a disaster event occurs. It contains information regarding direction 
and control, communications and warning, damage assessment, emergency public information, 
evacuation, fire services, health and human services, law enforcement, mass care, protective 
shelters, and resource management. This plan is updated every five years. The hazard mitigation 
plan has not been integrated with this plan. Flooding, dam failure, and mass shelter information 
from the LEOP was used to inform hazard prioritization and community lifelines. 
 
Water System Emergency Response Plan 
A water system emergency response plan serves as a guideline for water operators and village 
officials to minimize the disruption of normal services to consumers and to provide public health 
protection during an emergency event. The document identifies several natural and human-
�F�D�X�V�H�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�¶�V�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �7�K�H�� �K�D�]�D�U�G��
mitigation plan has not been integrated with this plan. 
 
Wellhead Protection Plan 
The purpose of wellhead protection plans is to protect the public drinking water supply wells from 
contamination. It includes identifying potential sources of groundwater contamination in the area 
and managing the potential contaminant sources. The wellhead protection plan has not been 
integrated with the hazard mitigation plan. 
 
Zoning Ordinance (2021) 
�7�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���]�R�Q�L�Q�J���R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���R�F�F�X�U���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H����
The hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated with this document. However, it does discuss 
well setback requirements and includes the ability to implement water restrictions. There is 
currently no plan to update the zoning ordinance. 
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Future Development Trends 
Over the past five years, a 53-housing development was completed on the southeast side of the 
community. In the next five years, there are currently no planned housing, commercial, or 
industrial developments. For hazards like drought, extreme heat, severe thunderstorms, severe 
winter storms, and tornadoes and high winds, all new and future developments could be impacted 
regardless of where they are located. According to the local planning team no new development 
occurred in any other known hazard locations. Future development is also not likely to occur in 
any other known hazard locations. 
 

Community Lifelines 
As listed in the following table, each participating jurisdiction identified community lifelines that 
�D�U�H�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O��
during and after a disaster per the FEMA Community Lifelines guidance. The FEMA lifeline 
categories include Safety and Security; Food, Water, and Shelter; Health and Medical; Energy; 
Communication; Transportation; and Hazardous Material Facilities. 

 
Village of Phillips Community Lifelines 

Name 
Community Lifeline 

Type 
Generator (G)  

Shelter (S) 
Floodplain 

(Y/N) 
Phillips City Hall / Fire Department Safety and Security G,S N 

Phillips Community Center Safety and Security G N 
Phillips Maintenance Building Safety and Security G N 

Post Office - Phillips Communications - N 
Stonemason Lodge Other - N 

United Methodist Church - Phillips Other - N 
Wastewater Lagoon - Phillips Food, Water, Shelter - N 

Water Tower - Phillips Food, Water, Shelter G N 
Well #1 - Phillips Food, Water, Shelter G N 
Well #2 - Phillips Food, Water, Shelter * N 

*Can be powered by a tractor with a drive shaft attachment. 
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Community Lifelines Map 
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Hazard Prioritization and Mitigation Strategy 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan evaluates a range of natural and human-caused 
hazards which pose a risk to the counties, communities, and other participants. During the 
planning process, the local planning team prioritized specific hazards of top concern for Phillips 
which required a more nuanced and in-depth discussion of past local events, potential impacts, 
capabilities, and vulnerabilities. The following section expands on the prioritized hazards identified 
by the Village of Phillips. Based on this analysis, the local planning team determined their 
vulnerability to all other hazards to be of low concern. For a review and analysis of other regional 
hazards, please see Section Five and Appendix A. 
 
Severe Thunderstorms  
The local planning team indicated that severe thunderstorms are the most common occurrence 
for the community. Severe thunderstorms can cause damage to crops and buildings. Phillips is 
heavily reliant on agriculture and a large hailstorm could negatively impact the economy if crops 
are damaged. In 2009 Phillips experienced a 1.75-inch hailstorm that caused approximately 
$150,000 in property damage. More recently, golf ball sized hail in July of 2022 caused $50,000 
in property damage. There are no storm shelters in the community, but residents can go to the 
city hall for shelter if needed. �&�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���� �W�K�H�� �6�K�H�U�L�I�I�¶�V�� �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �)�L�U�H�� �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W��
communicate interlocally to notify the village of severe weather. In the future, the local planning 
team would like to invest in advanced warning systems to help reduce risk. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Advanced Warning Systems 

Description & Location 
Purchase an advanced warning system for the village or work with 
another entity to provide more advanced warnings for severe weather. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost Unknown  
Local Funding General Fund, Grants  
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, Village Maintenance  
Status New Action. Not Started 

 
Action Stormwater System and Drainage Improvements 

Description & Location 

Undersized systems can contribute to localized flooding. Stormwater 
system improvements, such as pipe upsizing and additional inlets, 
installation of retention and detention facilities can be implemented to 
decrease runoff rates while also decreasing the need for other stormwater 
system improvements. Problem areas include 5th and East Street 
intersection, down to 4th Street and east to 8th Street; 6th and East Street 
intersection; and 7th and East Street intersection. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding, Severe Thunderstorms 
Estimated Cost  $100,000+ 
Local Funding  Water Fund, Street Fund, Cost Share with NRD 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Maintenance 
Status  Not started due to lack of funding. 
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Severe Winter Storms  
After a large snow event, the local planning team indicated that the main north and south streets 
are designated snow routes. The village handles the snow removal and has a dump truck with a 
blade and a tractor. Typically, this equipment can handle most severe winter storm events. 
However, in 2008 an ice storm and heavy snow forced the village to rent a plow for snow/ice 
removal. For large and heavy amounts of snow, the village relies on volunteer help to remove the 
snow. In the future, the village would like to invest in a skid steer to help with removal efforts. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Skid Steer 
Description Purchase a skid steer to help with snow removal and debris removal. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Tornadoes and High 
Winds 

Estimated Cost $80,000 
Local Funding None 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board, Village Maintenance  

Status 
Planning Stage. Received quotes in 2023 and currently looking for 
funding options.  

 
Action Tree and Refuse Disposal Site 

Description & Location 
Locate and enclose a new site for safe tree/refuse disposal area for village 
residents. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, High Winds, Tornadoes, Hail, Severe 
Winter Storms 

Estimated Cost  $5,000+ 
Local Funding  Water Fund, Street Fund 
Timeline 1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board, Village Maintenance, Planning Commission 
Status  Planning Stage. Currently looking for a new site or alternative option. 

 
Tornadoes and High Winds  
There has been no record of tornadoes impacting the community. One tornado was reported near 
the village, but it did not cause any damage. The primary concern regarding tornadoes and high 
wind events is loss of power and damage to structures. The village has all overhead power lines, 
which are at high risk of power loss due fallen trees/limbs and downed power line poles. Recently 
a backup generator was purchased for the city hall/fire department building. Well #1 also has a 
backup generator and Well #2 can be manually operated by a tractor if needed. The village has 
one tornado siren, however the local planning team indicated that it is very old and is in need of 
updating. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Alert Sirens 

Description & Location 
Perform an evaluation of existing alert sirens to determine if sirens should 
be replaced or upgraded. Install new sirens where needed. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Estimated Cost  $15,000+ 
Local Funding  Water Fund, Street Fund 
Timeline  1 Year 
Priority High 
Lead Agency Village Board 

Status  
Not Started. Updated survey and quotes are needed to see if additional 
coverage for the new housing addition is needed. 

 
Action Backup Generators 

Description & Location 

Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power to redundant 
power supplies, municipal wells, lift stations, and other critical facilities 
and shelters. The village would like to add a backup generator for the 
wastewater lagoon and possibly well #2. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe 
Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $8,000+ 
Local Funding General Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board, Village Maintenance 
Status Not started due to lack of funding.  

 
Action Storm Shelter / Safe Rooms 

Description & Location 

Design and construct fully supplied storm shelters and safe rooms in 
highly vulnerable areas such as mobile home parks, campgrounds, 
school, and other areas. The village maintenance building is the most 
likely option at this point. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Estimated Cost  $200-$300 per Square Foot 
Local Funding  Water Fund, Street Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status  Not started due to lack of funding. 
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All Hazards Actions 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Public Awareness/Education 

Description & Location 

Educate staff, residents, businesses, and visitors on their risks to all 
hazards that could impact the community, how to get information and 
emergency notifications, mitigation actions that can be taken, and 
preparedness actions to keep themselves safe. Keeping residents, staff, 
businesses, and visitors informed about hazards that could impact the 
community and opportunities for mitigating risks can help protect public 
health, safety, and welfare. Outreach and education may include but is 
not limited to booths at local events, social media posts, flyers, maps, 
mailings, and in person updates for the local governing body. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost  $500+ 
Local Funding  Water Fund, Street Fund 
Timeline  2-5 Years 
Priority  Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status  Not Started 

 
Removed Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Tree City USA �± Tree Maintenance Program 

Description & Location 

Work to become a Tree City USA through the National Arbor Day 
Foundation to receive direction, technical assistance, and public 
education on how to establish a hazardous tree identification and removal 
program in order to limit potential tree damage and damages caused by 
trees in a community when a storm event occurs. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Status  The village no longer wishes to pursue this action. 
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Community Fact Sheet 
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Local Planning Team 
 
Local Planning Team 

Name Title Jurisdiction Round 1 Meeting Round 2 Meeting 

Berdon Kliewer Clerk Village of Stockham 
Recording, Materials 

Development 
Attended, Materials 

Development 
 
Plan Maintenance 
Hazard Mitigation Plans are living documents and should be updated regularly to ensure 
effectiveness and reflect changes in hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These 
updates are encouraged to occur after every major disaster event, alongside planning document 
updates, before the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants cycle begins, and/or prior to other 
funding opportunity cycles beginning. 
 
The Village Chairman, Village Clerk, and Village Treasurer will be responsible for reviewing and 
updating this participant profile outside of the five-year update. The Village of Stockham will 
review the plan bi-annually and the public will be notified during village council meetings. 
 

Capability Assessment 
The �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�H�D�P���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���6�W�R�F�N�K�D�P�¶�V���K�D�]�D�U�G���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���E�\���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J��
planning and regulatory capabilities, administrative and technical capabilities, fiscal capabilities, 
and education and outreach capabilities. 
 
Capability Assessment 

Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Planning 
& 

Regulatory 
Capability  

Comprehensive Plan No 

Capital Improvements Plan No 

Economic Development Plan No 

Emergency Operations Plan Yes (County) 

Floodplain Management Plan No 

Storm Water Management Plan No 

Zoning Ordinance Yes 

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance No 

Floodplain Ordinance Yes 

Building Codes No 

Source Water Protection Plan No 
Water System Emergency Response 
Plan 

No 

National Flood Insurance Program Yes 

Community Rating System No 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan Yes (Regional) 

Other (if any) - 

Administrative 
& 

Technical 

Planning Commission No 

Floodplain Administrator Yes 

GIS Capabilities No 
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Capability/Planning Mechanism Yes/No 

Capability  Chief Building Official No 

Civil Engineering No 

Grant Manager No 

Mutual Aid Agreement No 

Other (if any) - 

Fiscal 
Capability  

1- & 6-Year Plan Yes 

Applied for Grants in the Past No 

Awarded a Grant in the Past No 
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific 
Purposes such as Mitigation Projects 

Yes 

Gas/Electric/Water/Sewer Service 
Fees 

No 

Storm Water Service Fees No 

Development Impact Fees No 
General Obligation Revenue or 
Special Tax Bonds 

No 

Other (if any) - 

Education 
& 

Outreach 
Capability  

Local Citizen Groups or Non-Profit 
Organizations Focused on 
Environmental Protection, Emergency 
Preparedness, Access and Functional 
Needs Populations, etc. 

No 

Ongoing Public Education or 
Information Program (e.g., 
Responsible Water Use, Fire Safety, 
Household Preparedness, 
Environmental Education) 

No 

Natural Disaster or Safety Related 
School Programs 

No 

StormReady Certification No 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA No 

Other (if any) - 

 
Overall Capability 

Capability Limited/Moderate/High 
Financial Resources to Implement Mitigation Projects Limited 
Staff/Expertise to Implement Projects Limited 
Public Support to Implement Projects Limited 
Time to Devote to Hazard Mitigation Limited 
Ability to Expand and Improve the Identified Capabilities to 
Achieve Mitigation 

Limited 

 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
�6�W�R�F�N�K�D�P�� �L�V�� �D�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �1�)�,�3�� �K�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �M�R�L�Q�H�G�� �������������������� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V�� �)�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q��
Administrator oversees the commitments and requirements of the NFIP. The Floodplain 
A�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U���X�V�H�V���'�1�5�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���P�D�S���W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���L�I���D���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G��
in the floodplain. For any new construction in the floodplain, a floodplain development permit must 
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be obtained, or the developer can contact a certified surveyor to see if they qualify for a LOMA. 
Enforcement is done using �W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����$�I�W�H�U���I�O�R�R�G���H�Y�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
implements substantial improvement and substantial damage provisions as outlined in the 
Substation Damage Assessment Handbook from DNR, which can be found here: 
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/sites/dnr.nebraska.gov/files/doc/floodplain/resources/20220301_eSDA
Handbook_FINAL.pdf�����7�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�R���Q�R�W���H�[�F�H�H�G���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D��
requirements. Any Letters of Map Change are filed in the zoning office and at the NRD office. 
 
The local planning team has stated that Stockham will remain in good standing and continue 
involvement with the NFIP in the future. Currently there are no barriers for the village when running 
the NFIP program. There are no known areas in the community with limited NFIP coverage. 
Floodplain educational materials the village uses include pamphlets and information regarding 
flood insurance. Additional NFIP information is given in the table below. 
 
Stockham NFIP Information 

NFIP Overview 
Floodplain Administrator: Yes 
Is Floodplain Administrator a Certified Floodplain Manager? No 
Is Floodplain Management an Auxiliary Function? Yes 
Date of NFIP Participation: 4/24/2020 
Number of NFIP Policies In-Force: 1 
Total NFIP Premium ($): $420 
Total NFIP Coverage ($): $74,000 
Number of Claims Paid Out: 0 
Total Amount of Claims Paid Out ($:) $0 
Number of Repetitive Loss Structures: 0 
Number of Severe Repetitive Loss Structures: 0 
Is the Community Currently Suspended from the NFIP? No 
Any Outstanding Compliance Issues? No 
FIRMs Digital or Paper? Digital 

 
Parcel Improvements and Valuation 
The planning team acquired GIS parcel data from the County Assessor to analyze the location, 
number, and value of property improvements (e.g. buildings, garages, sheds etc.) located in the 
100-year and 500-year floodplains at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of 
structures on each parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following 
tables. 
 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 100-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

26 $1,890,620 3 $314,040 11.5% 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 

 
Parcel Improvements and Value in the 500-Year Floodplain 

Number of 
Improvements 

Total 
Improvement 

Value 

Number of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Value of 
Improvements in 

Floodplain 

Percentage of 
Improvements 
in Floodplain 

26 $1,890,620 7 $609,063.75 26.9% 
Source: County Assessor, 2024 
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Plans and Studies 
The Village of Stockham has several planning documents that discuss or relate to hazard 
mitigation. Each plan is listed below along with a short description of how it is integrated with the 
hazard mitigation plan or how it contains hazard mitigation principles. When the village updates 
these planning mechanisms, the local planning team will review the hazard mitigation plan for 
opportunities to incorporate the goals and objectives, risk and vulnerability data, and mitigation 
actions into the update. 
 
Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2020) 
The purpose of the Central Platte Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to help 
effectively manage wildfires and increase collaboration and communication among organizations 
who manage fire. The CWPP discusses county-specific historical wildfire occurrences and 
impacts, identifies areas most at risk from wildfires, discusses protection capabilities, and 
identifies wildfire mitigation strategies. Wildfire projects and concerns from the 2015 hazard 
mitigation plan were included in the CWPP and wildfire projects in the current hazard mitigation 
plan will be included during the next CWPP update. Projects identified in the CWPP were 
reviewed for inclusion in this community profile. This document is updated every five years. 
 
Floodplain Ordinance (Currently Updating), Zoning Ordinance (Currently Updating) 
�7�K�H�� �Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V�� �I�O�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q�� �R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �]�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�Z�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
should occur in the future. The hazard mitigation plan has not been integrated with these 
documents. However, the documents discourage development in the floodplain, limit population 
density in the floodplain, and include well setback requirements. The zoning ordinance and 
floodplain ordinance are both currently being updated. 
 
Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (2017) 
The Hamilton County Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) establishes standardized 
policies, plans, guidelines, and procedures for emergency resources and governmental entities 
to respond and recover when a disaster event occurs. It contains information regarding direction 
and control, communications and warning, damage assessment, emergency public information, 
evacuation, fire services, health and human services, law enforcement, mass care, protective 
shelters, and resource management. This plan is updated every five years. The hazard mitigation 
plan has not been integrated with this plan. Flooding, dam failure, and mass shelter information 
from the LEOP was used to inform hazard prioritization and community lifelines. 
 

Future Development Trends 
Over the past five years, there have been no significant developments or changes within the 
village. In the next five years, there are currently no planned housing, commercial, or industrial 
developments. For hazards like drought, extreme heat, severe thunderstorms, severe winter 
storms, and tornadoes and high winds, all new and future developments could be impacted 
regardless of where they are located. According to the local planning team any future 
development is not likely to occur in any other known hazard locations. 
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Community Lifelines 
As listed in the following table, each participating jurisdiction identified community lifelines that 
�D�U�H�� �Y�L�W�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �Q�R�U�P�D�O��
during and after a disaster per the FEMA Community Lifelines guidance. The FEMA lifeline 
categories include Safety and Security; Food, Water, and Shelter; Health and Medical; Energy; 
Communication; Transportation; and Hazardous Material Facilities. 

 
Stockham Community Lifelines 

Name 
Community Lifeline 

Type 
Generator (G)  

Shelter (S) 
Floodplain 

(Y/N) 
Stockham Community Church Food, Water, Shelter S N 
Stockham Park Building / Siren Communications - N 

Stockham Village Hall Safety and Security - N 
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Community Lifelines Map 
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Hazard Prioritization and Mitigation Strategy 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Hazard Mitigation Plan evaluates a range of natural and human-caused 
hazards which pose a risk to the counties, communities, and other participants. During the 
planning process, the local planning team prioritized specific hazards of top concern for Stockham 
which required a more nuanced and in-depth discussion of past local events, potential impacts, 
capabilities, and vulnerabilities. The following section expands on the prioritized hazards identified 
by the Village of Stockham. Based on this analysis, the local planning team determined their 
vulnerability to all other hazards to be of low concern. For a review and analysis of other regional 
hazards, please see Section Five and Appendix A. 
 
Flooding 
Flooding in the community primarily comes from a draw that runs through the middle of the village. 
The capacity of the draw is not large enough to handle the capacity of a large rain event. This 
causes streets to flood, especially along Main Street and Williams Street. Flooding typically does 
not affect local residences. During the March 2019 floods, the local planning team indicated that 
the village only experienced minor street flooding and plugged culverts. No homes or businesses 
were damaged. The floodplain is primarily located on the western edge and south-central portion 
of the village. In the spring of 2023, the village cleaned out the draw to improve water flow. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Stormwater System and Drainage Improvements 

Description & Location 

Improve stormwater pipes and inlets by replacing undersized systems 
with larger pipes and additional inlets. Retention and detention facilities 
may also be implemented. Improvements will primarily be for the 
intersection at Main Street and Williams Street. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Flooding 
Estimated Cost $100,000+ 
Local Funding Village General Fund, Cost Share with NRD 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not started due to limited funding. 

 
Hazardous Materials Release 
There have been no historic records of chemical spills, but the risk is still there. There is one large 
chemical storage site in the community, Central Valley Ag. The site contains bulk agricultural 
chemicals and Anhydrous Ammonia. If an anhydrous spill were to occur and wind conditions were 
right, the entire village may need to be evacuated. The planning team indicated that the fire 
department would respond to any major spill and that most residents know what to do if a large 
spill occurred. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Formal Evacuation Plan 

Description & Location 
Develop an evacuation plan to be prepared for any disaster that would 
require evacuation. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Hazardous Materials 
Release, Terrorism and Cyber Security 

Estimated Cost $5,000+ 
Local Funding Village General Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not started due to limited funding. 

 
Severe Thunderstorms 
NCEI data shows that Stockham experienced 29 severe thunderstorm events since 1996. These 
events resulted in $1,047,000 in property damage. The local planning team is primarily concerned 
with damage to buildings, trees, and vehicles. The community church is a certified Red Cross 
shelter and can be used during severe weather. The local planning team indicated that there are 
no buried power lines in the community, but power loss has not been a large issue in the past. 
The community has experienced power losses; however, it has never been for more than a day. 
The village does not have surge protection at community lifelines and is considering the 
installation of weather radios at the church. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Weather Radios 
Description & Location Provide a new weather radio at the Stockham Community Church. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Extreme Heat, Flooding, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $50 per Radio 
Local Funding Village General Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not Started 

 
Severe Winter Storms 
Stockham indicated having sufficient snow removal equipment as there is an inter-local 
agreement with Hamilton County to provide snow removal services during winter storm events. 
None of the community lifelines or shelter areas have back up power generators. Because of this, 
power loss is the primary concern for the village related to severe winter storms. However, local 
farms can bring in a portable generator to the church for heat and water. 
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New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Tree City USA �± Tree Maintenance Programs 

Description & Location 

Work to become a Tree City USA through the National Arbor Day 
Foundation to receive direction, technical assistance, and public 
education on how to establish a hazardous tree identification and removal 
program in order to limited potential tree damage and damages caused 
by trees in a community when a storm event occurs. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Grass/Wildfire, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $2,000+ 
Local Funding Village General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not started due to limited funding. 

 
Tornadoes and High Winds 
The local planning team indicated that several tornadoes have occurred two to three miles outside 
the community, but none have occurred within the village. The community does not have a 
certified storm shelter, but the village would like to have one in their park. In the event of a tornado, 
�P�R�V�W�� �K�R�X�V�H�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�D�V�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �X�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�� �D�V�� �D�� �V�K�H�O�W�H�U���� �7�K�H��
community has one tornado siren which can be set off by the county sheriff. The planning team 
indicated that the tornado siren is an older model and is not very loud. There may be some areas 
in the community where the siren cannot be heard unless a person is outside. The community is 
considering purchasing an upgraded tornado siren. 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Alert Sirens 

Description & Location 
Perform an evaluation of existing alert sirens to determine sirens which 
should be replaced or upgraded. Currently the village would like to 
upgrade their existing siren. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Estimated Cost $25,000+ 
Local Funding Village General Fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not started due to limited funding. 
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Action Backup Generators 

Description & Location 
Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power for the Stockham 
Community Church. 

Hazard(s) Addressed 
Dam and Levee Failure, Extreme Heat, Flooding, Grass/Wildfire, Severe 
Thunderstorms, Severe Winter Storms, Terrorism and Cyber Security, 
Tornadoes and High Winds 

Estimated Cost $30,000+ per Generator 
Local Funding Village General Fund 
Timeline 2-5 Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not started due to limited funding. 

 
Action Storm Shelter / Safe Rooms 

Description & Location 
Design and construct fully supplied storm shelters and safe rooms in 
highly vulnerable areas. Currently, the village is looking at the possibility 
of having a safe room in the park. 

Hazard(s) Addressed Severe Thunderstorms, Tornadoes and High Winds 
Estimated Cost $200-$300 per Square Foot 
Local Funding Village General fund 
Timeline 5+ Years 
Priority Medium 
Lead Agency Village Board 
Status Not started due to limited funding. 

 
All Hazards Actions 
 
New and Kept Mitigation and Strategic Actions 
 

Action Public Awareness/Education 

Description & Location 

Educate staff, residents, businesses, and visitors on their risks to all 
hazards that could impact the community, how to get information and 
emergency notifications, mitigation actions that can be taken, and 
preparedness actions to keep themselves safe. Keeping residents, staff, 
businesses, and visitors informed about hazards that could impact the 
community and opportunities for mitigating risks can help protect public 
health, safety, and welfare. Outreach and education may include but is 
not limited to booths at local events, social media posts, flyers, maps, 
mailings, and in person updates for the local governing body. 

Hazard(s) Addressed All Hazards 
Estimated Cost $500+ 
Local Funding Village General Fund 
Timeline Ongoing 
Priority Low 
Lead Agency Village Board 

Status 
Ongoing. Currently the village has education on flood insurance. 
Additional education on other hazards can be done but there is currently 
limited funding and time. 

 


