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HAZARD ID WORKSHEET 
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COMMUNITY PROFILE DRAFT 

COMMUNITY PROFILE 

 

 

TOWN OF BATESLAND 
 

 

Oglala Sioux Tribe and Oglala Lakota County 

Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 

 

 

 

2019 

 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________  

Date: _____________ 

As you read through this Preliminary Draft you will find several questions in red italics.  

Please answer these questions to the best of your ability. Your responses will be utilized 

to finalize this Community Profile.  If you are unsure of any questions, please think about 

who could be contacted and included on the local planning team to provide the 

information, and where possible, please provide their name and position in the community. 

Additionally, please feel free to make any other comments or revisions to this document.  
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Local Planning Team 
 
Table BTL.1: Batesland Local Planning Team 

Name Title Jurisdiction 

Mark Donovan Mayor Batesland 
Nicole Schultz Town Board Member Batesland 
Rena Conroy Clerk and Financial Administrator Batesland 

   
   
   

 

Location and Geography 
The Town of Batesland is located in the western portion of Oglala Lakota County and covers an 
area of 0.1 square miles.  
 

Figure BTL.1: Town of Batesland 

 
 

Transportation 
Batesland’s major transportation corridors include U.S. Highway 18 with an average of 1,026 
vehicles and 133 trucks traveling through per day. Highway 18 is the primary road which runs 
throughout the entire community and connects it to other communities throughout the planning 
area. There are no rail lines located within the county. There are no commercial or private airports 
located within the community. Transportation information is important to hazard mitigation plans 
because it suggests possible evacuation corridors in the community, as well as areas more at risk 
to transportation incidents.  
 
 



 APPENDIX B | Public Meeting Materials 

 

Oglala Sioux Tribe Hazard Mitigation Plan | 2019  7 

• What transportation routes are of most concern? 

 

 

• Are chemicals regularly transported along local routes? If yes, do you know what 

chemicals? 

 

 

• Were there significant transportation events that occurred locally? 

 

 

 

 

Demographics 
Batesland’s population grew from about 72 people in 2000 to its highest of 163 in 2013; however, 
since 2013 the population has declined to 117. Batesland’s accounted for five percent of Oglala 
Lakota County’s population in 2016.  
 

Figure BTL.2: Population 2009-2016 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

 
The young, elderly, minorities, and poor may be more vulnerable to certain hazards than other 
groups. In comparison to the County, Batesland’s population was:  
 

• Similarly aged. The median age of Batesland was 27.6 years old in 2016, compared with 
the County average of 24.6 years. Batesland’s population grew younger since 2010, when 
the median age was 31.5 years old. Batesland had a slightly smaller proportion of people 
under 20 years old (35.9%) than the County (41.5%). 
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• Less ethnically diverse. Since 2010, Batesland grew less ethnically diverse. In 2010, 
81% of Batesland’s population was American Indian and 19% was white. By 2016, 97% 
of the population was American Indian with the remaining 3% being white. In 2016 the 
county included 93% American Indian, 5% White, and 2% of the population was two or 
more races. 

• Less likely to be below the federal poverty line. The poverty rate in Batesland (41% of 
families living below the federal poverty line) was lower than the County’s poverty rate 
(54%) in 2016. The county has the highest poverty rate in South Dakota.  

 

Employment and Economics 
The Batesland economic base is primarily based on finance and education. In comparison to 
Oglala Lakota County, the town’s economy had: 
 

• Similar mix of industries. Batesland’s major employment sectors, accounting for 10% or 
more of employment each, were: Finance and Insurance; and Educational Services. 

• Higher household income. Batesland’s median household income in 2016 ($48,125) 
was about $21,800 higher than the County ($26,330). 

• More long-distance commuters. About 54% percent of workers in Batesland commuted 
for fewer than 15 minutes, compared with about 58% of workers in Oglala Lakota County. 
About 40% of workers in Batesland commute 30 minutes or more to work, compared to 
about 20% of the County workers. 

Major Employers 
• Who are the major employers in the community? 

 
 
 

• Do a large percentage of resident’s commute to other communities? If so, to where? 
 

 
 
 

Housing 
In comparison to Oglala Lakota County, Batesland’s housing stock was: 
 

• More Occupied. Batesland has a slightly higher occupancy rate (87.1%) of housing than 
the county (81.8%).  

• Less renter-occupied. About 14.8% of occupied housing units in Batesland are renter 
occupied compared with 46.6% of occupied housing in Oglala Lakota County. 

• Older housing. Batesland had a larger share of housing built prior to 1970 than the 
County (35.6% compared to 22%).  

• More multifamily. The predominant housing type in the town is single family detached 
(61.3%), while the remainder of homes in Batesland are mobile homes (38.7%). The 
county is similar with single family detached homes (60.2%) and mobile homes (32.9%) 
providing the majority of housing. Mobile homes are located throughout the town. 

 
This housing information is relevant to hazard mitigation as the age of housing may indicate which 
housing units were built prior to state building codes being developed. Further, unoccupied 
housing may suggest that future development may be less likely to occur. Finally, communities 
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with a substantial number of mobile homes may be more vulnerable to the impacts of high winds, 
tornados, and severe winter storms. 
 

• Is the current housing stock sufficient to fill the needs of the community? 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Development Trends 
• What has changed over the past five years? (For example: new housing or businesses? 

Demolished buildings?) 
 
 
 
 

• According to the census data, Batesland’s population is fluctuating. What factors are 
contributing to this change? Are there new opportunities or specific employers that are 
attracting people to the area? What is causing people to move out of the area?  

 
 
 
 

• Are there any new housing developments planned for the next five years? Where? 
 
 
 
 

• Any new businesses or industry planned? 
 

 
 

• Is there a future land use map available?  
 

 
 

Structural Inventory and Valuation 
The planning team requested GIS parcel data from the County Assessor. This data allowed the 
planning team to analyze the location, number, and value of property improvements at the parcel 
level. The data did not contain the number of structures on each parcel. A summary of the results 
of this analysis is provided in the following table. 
 
Table to be added at a later date.  
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Critical Infrastructure/Key Resources 
Chemical Storage Fixed Sites 
According to the Tier II System reports submitted to the South Dakota Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources, there are a total of three chemical storage sites in 
Batesland which are listed below. According to the National Response Center, no fixed 
chemical spills have occurred locally.  
 
Table XX. 6: Chemical Storage Fixed Sites 

Facility Name In Floodplain?  Type Oglala Lakota County 

Batesland Highway 
Yard 

 
Above Ground 
Storage Tank 

Bennett County Co-Op Assn. 

Batesland COOP  
Above Ground 
Storage Tank 

Oglala Lakota County School 
District 65-1 

Batesland Bus 
Garage 

 
Above Ground 
Storage Tank 

Oglala Lakota County 

Source: South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 2018 
 

 

• What are your concerns regarding chemical fixed sites in your community? 
 
 
 
 

• Besides the facilities above, are there other chemical storage facilities of concern in or 
near your community? 

 
 
 

• Are critical facilities located near chemical fixed sites? Which facilities? 
 
 
 
 

• Are vulnerable populations located near chemical fixed sites? Where? 
 
 
 
 

• Are residents near chemical storage fixed sites educated about the threat and appropriate 
response? 
 
 
 
 

• What are the local response resources? Do they have protective gear and training? 
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Critical Facilities 
Each participating jurisdiction identified critical facilities vital for disaster response, providing 
shelter to the public, and essential for returning the jurisdiction’s functions to normal during and 
after a disaster. Critical facilities were identified during the original planning process and updated 
by the local planning team as a part of this plan update. The following table and figure provide a 
summary of the critical facilities for the jurisdiction.  
 
Please provide the type, name and address of critical facilities in your community in the 
following table. Please list if these facilities have a generator and are a shelter. 
 
Critical facilities can include: Schools, Municipal Buildings, Pumping Stations, Water 
Towers, Power/Water/Wastewater Plants, Churches (used as shelters), Community Halls, 
Police/Fire/Rescue Departments, Daycares, Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Long/Short Term 
Care, etc. 
 
 
Table XX.8: Critical Facilities  

CF 
# 

Name Address 
Red Cross 

Shelter (Y/N) 
Generator 

(Y/N) 

Located in 
Floodplain 

(Y/N) 

 Public Works 
Department 

 
   

 Public Works      

 County Highway 
Shop 

 
   

 Batesland Fire 
Station 

 
   

 Batesland City Hall     

 Oglala Lakota 
Schools 

 
   

      

      

      

      

 
Figure XX.6: Critical Facilities 

Map to be added later. 

 
 

Historic and Cultural Sites 
According to the National Park Service and U.S. National Register of Historic Places, there is one 
historical site located near Batesland. The Wounded Knee Battlefield is the location of the 
Wounded Knee Massacre which occurred in 1890.  
 

SITE NAME ADDRESS DATE LISTED IN FLOODPLAIN? 

Wounded Knee Battlefield 
11 miles west of 
Batesland, SD 

10/15/1966  

Source: National Park Service 
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Historical Occurrences 
See the hazard profiles in Section Four: Risk Assessment for descriptions of significant historical 
hazard events.  
 

Hazard Prioritization 
For an in-depth discussion regarding area wide hazards, please see Section Four: Risk 
Assessment. The hazards discussed in detail below were prioritized by the local planning team 
based on the identification of hazards of greatest concern, hazard history, and the jurisdiction’s 
capabilities.  
 
Top Five Hazards:  

• __________________ 

• __________________ 

• __________________ 

• __________________ 

• __________________ 

 
 

Governance 
A community’s governance indicates the number of boards or offices that may be available to 
help implement hazard mitigation actions. Batesland has a number of offices or departments that 
may be involved in implementing hazard mitigation initiatives. Batesland is goverened by a Mayor 
and a ____member town board. The following offices may also assist in implementing mitigation 
actions. 
 
Please check the following and provide any additional offices, departments, or committees: 
 

 Mayor  

 Clerk/Treasurer 

 Town Board 

 Chamber of Commerce 

 Housing Authority 

 Civil Service Commission  

 Planning Commission 

 Fire Department 

 Police Department 

 Public Works 

 City Administrator 

 City Attorney 

 Streets/Parks Commissioner 

 Water and Sewer Department 

 Volunteer Fire Department 

 Other:__________________ 

 _______________________ 
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Capability Assessment 
The capability assessment consisted of two main components: a Capability Assessment Survey 
completed by the jurisdiction and a review of local existing policies, regulations, plans, and the 
programs. The survey is used to gather information regarding the jurisdiction’s planning and 
regulatory capability; administrative and technical capability; fiscal capability; and educational and 
outreach capability. 
 

Please complete the right column in the following table for your community: 
 
Table XX.14: Capability Assessment 

Survey Components/Subcomponents Yes/No 

Planning 
& 

Regulatory 
Capability 

Comprehensive Plan  

Capital Improvements Plan  

Economic Development Plan  

Emergency Operational Plan  

Floodplain Management Plan  

Storm Water Management Plan  

Zoning Ordinance  

Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance  

Floodplain Ordinance  

Building Codes  

National Flood Insurance Program  

Community Rating System  

Other (if any)  

Administrative 
& 

Technical 
Capability 

Planning Commission  

Floodplain Administration  

GIS Capabilities  

Chief Building Official  

Civil Engineering  

Local Staff Who Can Assess Community’s 
Vulnerability to Hazards 

 

Grant Manager  

Mutual Aid Agreement  

Other (if any)  

Fiscal 
Capability 

Capital Improvement Plan/ 1 & 6 Year plan  

Applied for grants in the past  

Awarded a grant in the past  

Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific Purposes such as 
Mitigation Projects 

 

Gas/Electric Service Fees  

Storm Water Service Fees  

Water/Sewer Service Fees  

Development Impact Fees  

General Obligation Revenue or Special Tax Bonds  
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Other (if any)  

Education 
& 

Outreach 
Capability 

Local citizen groups or non-profit organizations 
focused on environmental protection, emergency 

preparedness, access and functional needs 
populations, etc. 

Ex. CERT Teams, Red Cross, etc. 

 

Ongoing public education or information program 
(e.g., responsible water use, fire safety, household 

preparedness, environmental education) 
 

Natural Disaster or Safety related school programs  

StormReady Certification No 

Firewise Communities Certification No 

Tree City USA No 

Other (if any)  

 
Overall Capability Limited/Moderate/High 

Does your community have the financial resources needed to 
implement mitigation projects? 

 

Does your community have the staff/expertise to implement 
projects? 

 

Does your community have the community support to 
implement projects? 

 

Does your community staff have the time to devote to hazard 
mitigation? 

 

 
 

Plan Integration 
 
Summary to be completed at a later date. Please provide any planning documents (i.e. 
comprehensive plans, zoning ordinance, building codes, capital improvement plans, etc.) to JEO 
staff members.  
 
 

Mitigation Strategy 
 
Mitigation actions will be determined at a later date. A second one-on-one meeting will be 
needed later in the planning process.  
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MITIGATION ACTION STATUS UPDATE WORKSHEET 
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CAPABILITY ASSESSMENT 
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PLAN INTEGRATION WORKSHEET 
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Step 1

Plan/Ordinance Yes/No Year of most recent update 

Comprehensive Plan 
  

Emergency Operations 

Plan 

  

Zoning Ordinance 
  

Building Code 
  

Capital Improvements Plan 
  

Floodplain 

Regulations/Ordinance 

  

Stormwater Management 

Plan/Regulations 

  

Wellhead Protection Plan 
  

Subdivision Regulations 
  

Other:  
  

Other: 
  

Other: 
  

Other: 
  

Other: 
  

Step 2
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Comprehensive Plan
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Emergency Operations Plan
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Zoning Ordinance
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Building Code
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Capital Improvement Program
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 APPENDIX B | Public Meeting Materials 

 

Oglala Sioux Tribe Hazard Mitigation Plan | 2019  31 

Annual Municipal Budget
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Wellhead Protection Plan
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Subdivision Regulations
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Other Plans

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


